
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

  

 In one of my messages last month, we explored óthe meaning of life.ô  We considered what our  

purpose is in this lifeé why we are here.  One of our historic confessions, ñThe Westminster Shorter  

Catechism,ò begins with a similar query:  ñWhat is the chief end (or ultimate purpose) of man?ò  And the  

answer is that ñThe chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.ò   

 So how do we do thaté óGlorify God,ô that is?  One of the most significant ways in which do so is in 

WORSHIP.  The manner in which we give honor and praise to the only One worthy of such praise.  The word 

óworshipô itself communicates its purpose:  óworthô meaning value; óshipô indicating the state or character of.  

Whatever it is that we hold as being in a óstateô of óvalueô or óworth,ô we worship.  Unfortunately, too often we 

óworshipô many things OTHER than Godé money, possessions, pleasure, celebrities, sports teams (ouch!).  

Anything in our lives that is óworthô more of our time and energy is, in effect, what we óworship.ô 

 Our Presbyterian Church ñBook of Order,ò much-maligned though it is, does have some valuable 

words on the importance, and purpose, of our worship:   

Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the triune God. 

In worship the people of God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. 

As they respond to Godôs claim and redemptive action in Jesus Christ, 

believers are transformed and renewed. In worship the faithful offer themselves to God 

and are equipped for Godôs service in the world.  (W-1.1001) 

We should note that these óguidelinesô for worship say nothing about worship styles, music, or location.  No 

matter the type of service we attend, these are the questions we must consider:  Are we ñjoyfullyò giving 

ñpraise and honorò to God!  Are we truly óacknowledging Godôs presence in our lives?ô  Are we being 

ñtransformed and renewed?ò  Are we óoffering ourselves to Godôé and ñbeing equipped for Godôs service in 

the world?ò 

 These are questions that your church leadership should be asking themselves every week as they  

prepare for worship.  But let us remember that itôs not simply about the óstateô of the particular service you 

attendé itôs much more about the state of your heart!  Do you come into worship with an expectation, with a 

desire, to praise God?  To invite His presence into the sanctuary of your heart, by the power of the Holy Spirit?  

Are you asking to be transformed, renewed?  Are you really offering yourself to God?  We are not to think of 

worship as a óspectator sportô where we are the audience; but rather, GOD is the One who is watching us! 

           Worship is not meant to be merely a one-hour-a-week exercise.  In further words of our confessions, 

ñworship is not tied to, nor more made more acceptable by, any place in which it is performedé but God is  

to be worshipped everywhere in spirit and in truth; as in private families daily, and in secret each one by  

himself.ò  Whether at work or at home, by ourselves or with someone, we are called to óglorify Godô.  That IS 

our óchief end,ô our purpose. 

 I leave you with words from the final chapters in our óoperations manualô known as the Bible:   ñThey 

fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, óAmen!  Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!  Amen.ôò  (Rev. 7:11-12)  

óLet it beô indeed!  Let us worship God! 

      Yours in Christ always, 

           Chan  
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UNOFFICIAL SESSION WORK SUMMARY  

MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2011 

 
1.  Your Session held a planning retreat on  

      Saturday, Sept 10, 2011.  Lotôs of good 

      ideas were discussed, some of which 

      were adopted by the Session in this  

      meeting. 
 

2. Stewardship Moderator Ann Knapp 

       presented the outline to Session  

       Members for the 2011 every member 

       canvas. 
 

3. The Session voted to reduce the size of 

the Session from 5 members elected  

 each year down to 3 members elected 

 each year and asked the Administration 

 Committee to modify the Standards of 

 Procedure to make this change effective 

 for those elected to serve in 2012. 
 

4. The Session voted to reduce the number 

of Session Committees in order to better 

co-ordinate between committees and  

 instructed the Administration Committee 

 to modify the Standards of Procedure to 

 make this change for 2012. 
 

5. The Sanctuary exit door in the South  

       ante-room and the exit door on the west 

       end of the corridor by the copy room are 

       to be replaced with funds being  

       transferred from the Hurricane  

       Insurance Claim funds on hand. 
 

6. An ice machine is to be purchased with 

      funds transferred from PDA funds on 

      hand. 
 

7. Plans for the Halloween Trunk or Treat 

      were discussed.  
 

8. George Swift was elected as the churchôs 

representative to the October Presbytery 

meeting. 

 

 

 

Monday October 31st 

5:30 p.m. 

Volunteers needed: 
 

Bring your car & join the  

Trunk or Treat Lineup 
 

Do your skills include stuffing Hotdogs? 

(4:00ð5:30 p.m.) 
 

Can you pass out flyers & hotdogs?  

Do you like to greet people? 
 

Do you like to plan childrenôs games? 
 

Call Ruth Singletary to volunteer! 
 

Accepting Donations of Candy 
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Please use this list as a guideline.  

All non-perishable food items  

are accepted and appreciated.  

MISSION NEWS  

OAK PARK  

FOOD PANTRY  
MISSON  

OPPORTUNITY  

MONTH OF  

OCTOBER 

Tomato Sauce 

Chili Mix  

Pinto or Chili Beans or Pasta 

Cornbread mix 

Boxed Crackers 

Pudding or Jello 

Evaporated Milk  

Tea Mix 

 

                        Saturday  
                       October 15th  

                          10:00 am  
   

   
Meet in the  

  Community Classroom  
Come for fellowship & work together 

on projects such as:  
 

Sleeping Mats for Homeless,  
Neck coolers for Soldiers &  

Health Kits assembly  
Still collecting plastic grocery bags...  

 

The bags were VERY much  
appreciated.   This particular  
project is ongoing, so please  
continue to bring those extra  
personal hygiene products.   

 

 We are currently in need of:  
 

combs, toothbrushes ,  
toothpaste, and deodorant.    

Thirty -one   
òCome Clean with 

Christó bags were made 
during the  

Mission Morning on  
Saturday 9/17  

and delivered to the  
Salvation Army  

Transient Lodge.    

Sleeping Mat Project update  

25 mats have been made.  
Many hands make light work!  

 

Thanks for all the bags & help with 
this ongoing project.  
Join in the work on  
Mission Saturdays.  
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By 

Angie  

Dilmore 

 

 

This month, Iôm highlighting a series of 

books I recently discovered on our quiet  

library shelves. I donôt know how they came 

to be there or why I never noticed them  

before. Over near the ñPresbyterian Womenò 

section, thereôs a large group of historical 

fiction books published by Guideposts about 

biblical women. I was delighted to find these 

books, not only because they may be a joy to 

read, but because of the authors who wrote 

them. Several of these books were written by 

women whom I knew or am familiar with 

through a Christian writers group I belonged 

to in Pennsylvania, St. Davidôs Christian 

Writers! Evelyn Minshull, the author of the 

book on Eve, is a dear writer friend and  

mentor to me. Iôve met Eileen Berger, author 

of The Samaritan Woman, at a writersô  

conference or two. I know the name of  

author Lois T. Henderson, who wrote the 

books on Abigail, Miriam, Hagar, Ruth, 

Priscilla and Aquila, because there is an 

award given each year in her honor at  

St. Davidôs annual conference to an attendee 

whose body of work most exemplifies Christ. 

So imagine my delight upon finding this  

collection. Iôm currently reading Abigail and 

it is fascinating. Check óem out! 

                Angie  

 

"Experiencing God:  

How to Know and  

Do the Will of God."  

Led by Christi Emanuel 
 

Please join us  

in the McLeod Room  

 

 

The study of Mark 

Tuesdays  

At Noon  

With T.L. Lewis 

will resume  

on 

October 4th 

Adult  

Sunday 

School 

Classes 
 

Sundays   

10 a.m. 

Les Amies is continuing  

their study of  

"Coming Clean"  
which is a study of  

transforming the church. 
 

Join us on Sunday at 10 a.m. in the 

room next to the kitchen. 

CLC/ Friendship Class 

ñThe Mighty Acts of Godò 
By A.B. Rhodes 

Led by Dorothy Strait 
 

The class is just beginning the  

New Testament section of this study. 
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"Coming Clean" 
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é They who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,                              

They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 

They shall walk and not faint. 

Isaiah 40:31 

 

 

Seeking The Sowerõs Will 

We are a people who donõt like waiting.  We want answers and action now ð not 

later.  Throughout the Bible, including the passage above, we see encouragement 

to òWait on the Lordó ð to Trust in the Lord especially when the way may not seem 

clear to our eyes.  
 

Now is the season when we are called to reflect on what each of us will do to  

prepare and sustain the soil of First Presbyterian Church as we Seek the Sowerõs 

Will for this place.   We want to be a place where visions can germinate into service 

and mission ð like turning plastic grocery bags into sleeping mats for the  

homeless.  The Good News is that when we put forward our time, our talents, and 

our resources, the Lord promises to òrenew our strength.ó   
 

During October, we plan to reach out to each member of this Church family to 

share what is happening at First Presbyterian Church as we Seek the Sowerõs Will.   

Our Family Night Supper on October 12 will feature ways we can contribute our 

talents and time to others.  The Session is praying for Godõs wisdom during this 

time of transition and new beginnings for our Church.  It is this need to listen for 

Godõs guidance that has lead to the offering of a devotional book written by the 

leaders of the church.  Just as they have expressed how God spoke to them 

through His word, so too may we all listen for Godõs voice in His call to service and 

growth in faith.  
 

Mark your calendar for a Joyous Celebration of Consecration on Sunday,  

November 6 with a joint service at 11:00 AM.  Great music will be led by both the 

Gathering and the Chancel musicians.     
 

We all have contributions of time, talents and resources to make.   Let us all give 

prayerful consideration to Godõs call! 
 

Your brothers and sisters in Christ on the Stewardship Committee:   

Charlene Aguillard, Mary Ann Booth, Courtney Fenet, Jim Hanchey,  John Hood,  

Mark Judson, Victor Picheloup; Ann Knapp, Moderator  
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First Presbyterian News  
& Announcements  

 

 

Saturday,  
October 15th  

8:00 a.m.  

 

Saturday  
October 15th  

6:30 p.m.  
 

Come join the fun 
& fellowship!  

 
Bring your favorite game &  

a snack to share.  
Weõll see you there! 

 

Donõt forget to ask your friends & 
neighbors to come join in the fun!  

WEDNESDAY 
October 12th  

6:30 p.m.  
Bring your favorite dish.   

Invite a friend to join you for  
fellowship supper!  

Prime Timers 
Luncheon  

Wednesday,  
October 19th  

11:30 a.m.  
   in Fellowship Hall  

 

Please join us for lunch  
and to hear our guest   speaker  

Rev. Chandler M. Willis.  
 

For prayerful  
consideration,  
Scriptures and  

message titles for  
the coming weeks:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2nd 

Philippians 3:4b-14   ñTouchdownò 
 

October 9th 

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 9-14  ñThe Gift of Timeò 
 

October 16th 

Matthew 25:14-28  ñThe Gift of Talentò 
 

 

October 23rd 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 ñThe Gift of Treasureò 

Join the men of  
First Presbyterian Church  

for the best Breakfast in Town!  

October 30th 

Pulpit Supply 
 

Bob Emanuel will preach  

at both services 
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ñYankee Doodle Bandyò 
 

Our Church renewal consultant, Tom Bandy 

will be traveling from his Canadian home 

here to Lake Charles to encourage  our  

journey in going ñDeeper & Further in 

Christò.  The entire congregation is invited 

to join in a discussion on  
 

Saturday, October 8th at 9:00 a.m.  
in Fellowship Hall.   

 

Come & explore how we can make our 

ñbodyò stronger! 



 

The Peacemaking Offering 
will be received on  

World Communion Sunday 

October 2, 2011 
 

Gifts to the Offering are 

used in a variety of 

peacemaking efforts on 

all levels of the  

Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) 

  

 

10/05  Sybil Miller 

10/07  Jared Landreneau 

10/08  Ben Taylor 

10/09  Jan Coulter 

10/11  Rachel Judson 

10/12  Andre Leblanc 

10/12  Chris Miller 

10/14  Victor Picheloup 

10/17  Chester Miller 

10/20  Fletcher Pierson 

10/20  Delanie Cooley 

10/22  Grant Miller 

10/22  Ellen Smith 

10/23  Barbara Raney 

10/23  Glenn Garber 

10/24  Karen Garber 

10/24  Andrew Dilmore 

10/24  Eric Dilmore 

10/30  Celena Perry 

 

10/01  Devan Sean OôDell 

10/02  Todd Hopes 

10/03  Scott Taylor 

10/04  Josh Duffel 

10/04  Sarah Fenet 

 

10/13  Larry & Gloria Sens (1962) 
 

10/17  Brian & Kim Jones (1980) 
 

10/18  Danny & Courtney Blalock (2003) 
 

10/18  Kevin & Courtney Blalock (2003) 
 

10/19 Craig & Marilyn Boudreaux (1996) 

  

Presbyterian Womenôs Retreat 

October 14-16 

Feliciana Retreat Center 
 

Godôs Gifts Within:  

The Story of the Joshua Quilt 

Gail Gibson Keynote Speaker 
 

Register by October 8th 

Registration Forms available in  

the church office & page on 11. 

The Horizonôs  Bible Study 

ñConfessing the Beatitudesò 
 

This study will continue on the   

Second Saturday of the month thru May. 
 

Next Lesson: Lesson 2 

SATURDAY  OCT 22nd* 

10:30 a.m.  

In the Friendship Room 
 

Books or copies of the lesson are available 

in the Church office. 
 

ALL women are welcome & bring a friend! 
 

(*rescheduled  for October due to unknown 

calendar conflict with visit of Tom Bandy) 
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Small Group Bible Study/ 

Focus Group Meetings 
Every Sunday at 5 p.m.  

in the Library 

Led by Charlene Aguillard 
 

Monday, October 17th at 1:30 p.m.  

Led by Dorothy Strait &  

Christi Emanuel 
 

All are welcome!   
(Call leaders for further information.) 

 

Community Events  

Help Rebuild Millennium Park  
 

When?  
Wednesday ð October 26th through  

Sunday, October 30th &  
Wednesday, November 2nd through 

Sunday, November 6th  
Four -hour shifts  

 

Where?  
FOR MORE INFO & to Sign-up 

http://www.cityoflakecharles.com/ 

department/division.php?fDD=2-250 

 

 

"Step Up for Down Syndrome" 

Walk  
McNeese State University  

Sports Complex 
 
 

 OCTOBER 8th 
Join us for food, prizes, and fun 

Register online 
 

www.firstgiving.com/up4downswla 

 

 

New Small Group Study 
 

"Experiencing God:  

How to Know and  

Do the Will of God."  
Led by Christi Emanuel  

 

New Class will meet 

Mondays at 1:30 p.m. 
 

October 3, 10, 24 & 31 

November 7 & 14 

 

All are welcome! 

More Small Groups 
 

3 Adult Sunday Classes (page 4) 
 

Tuesday Bible Study (page 4) 
 

Womenôs Bible Study (page 6) 
 

Join a small group for  

study & fellowship! 
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