
 

A month or so back I was in the Copeland Room waiting for my coffee to reheat in the kitchenette 

microwave (I knowé heresy for you coffee purists).  While standing there my eyes came to rest on 

the F.P.C. banner that is displayed over near the piano.  There are three words prominently visible 

on it:  ñFellowshipé EvangelisméWorship.ò   

 As I mulled over those three words, the first initials of each one readily came to form another 

word in my mind:  ñFEW.ò  A word that could be used to describe the current church membership.  

Now, I donôt know how large this congregation was when that banner was crafted, but I know that it 

was considerably larger than today.  Regardless of the churchôs size at that time, however, it was 

obviously believed that these three words ï Fellowship, Evangelism, and Worship ï appropriately 

expressed the essence, the bywords, the ócore valuesô, of 1st Presbyterian Church in Lake Charles.  

This banner was designed to communicate to any who would see it the churchôs identity . 

 This new year of 2012 will be a very pivotal one in this churchôs historyé perhaps more so 

than any other.  Much of the challenge before the congregation is to grapple with who you have 

been in the past, and what you will be in the future.  And perhaps those words that have been used to 

describe your identity in the past might be useful to forge into the future. 

 Fellowship.  In an Advent video, the statement was made that during that holy season of 

preparation for the coming of Christ, we should choose ñrelationships over obligations.ò  What IS 

ñchurchò anyway?  A building?  A time of day and week?  A name? NO.  A óchurchô is a body of 

believers, a group of people in relationship, who care for and enjoy each other.  In the words of Acts 

2:42, ñthey devoted themselves to the apostlesô teaching, and to the fellowship.ò  This year I would 

challenge each and every one of you to prayerfully consider the manner in which you are faithfully 

ódevotingô yourself to Christôs teachings and being in meaningful relationships with His people.  

The best way to do this?  See Charleneôs letteré   

 Evangelism.  As you know, this wordôs root means ñgood news.ò  If we really have ógood 

newsô to share, then letôs be like those shepherds who saw Jesus and ñspread the word.ò  Just  

remember, before ñall who hear it will be amazed,ò the messenger must first think it óamazing.ô   

Let us encourage each other with the óAmazing Loveô of Jesus Christ.  What are you doingé both 

inside and outside the churché to live out the healing message of our Savior? 

 Worship.  In Johnôs Gospel, Jesus declared that ñtrue worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and in truth.ò  God doesnôt really care what óstyleô of worship you preferé the most  

important aspect of worship is your heart.  In praying, in singing, in hearing and pondering  

Scripture, may we always bear in mind that we must not merely be going through the motions,  

passively watchingé in fact, it is God who is watching US! 

 As you and I seek Godôs will in how to best serve Him in this place, I would borrow words 

from my high school days:  ñItôs not the size of the dog in the fight, but the size of the fight in the 

dog.ò  Even though we may be ófewô, may that word represent the ómanyô benefits of ófellowship, 

evangelism, and worship.ô  It was with just such ócore valuesô that our Christian faith was spread 

throughout the worldé by those who ófought the good fightôé and in those earliest, most difficult 

days, by a group of 12 people.  Hmmmé  

      Your brother in Christ, 

          Chan  
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At Noon  
 

With  T.L. Lewis 
will resume as soon as 

TL is feeling better 

WATCH for  

Announcements ! 

Small Group Bible Study/ 

Prayer Group 

Every Sunday at 5 p.m. in the Library 

Led by Charlene Aguillard 

(See page 7) 

 

 

If anyone knows how to  

transfer videos on a  

camcorder to a DVD,  

I would appreciate your help.  

Please call me at  

479-0400. 

You can leave a message on 

my answering machine.   

Thanks so much!!! 

Dorothy Strait 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Rachel Judson, Leahanne Abernathy,  Alec Landreneau,  Adam LeBlanc,  Jared Landreneau 

 
Eric Dilmore,  

Trumpet  

 
Andrew Dilmore, 

Saxophone 

 
Eric & Andrew share 

their talents during  

worship on 

January 1st, 2012. 
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ELDER 

CLASS OF 

2014 

 
Sally Fenet 

 

Mark Judson 
 

Chester Miller 
 

(Lenn Knapp,  

Clerk of Session) 

    Laying on of Hands following Installation of Elders 
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