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By now, you know that I am leaving to begin a new call as Pastor of the FPC of Sugar 

Land, Texas.   My last Sunday with you will be February 6th, and that will be a  
Communion service at 11:00 AM in the sanctuary.  There are some things I want to 
leave with you. 

First, after February 10th, I will no longer be your pastor.  I will not be able to come 

back for any kind of service, except by the invitation of the Session, or, later, your next 
Interim or Pastor.  But I will always be your friend in Christ.  My prayers will continue to 
be for the Lord to do his work in and through you. 

Second, the Session will be talking with members of the Committee on Ministry 

(COM) of our Presbytery.  The process for looking for an Interim Minister or Pastor 
does not usually go at warp speed.  But the Presbyterian system can work well.  My 
experience from working as a member of COM is rules and structure are grounded 
from experience and practice.  When we try to go around them, or come up with an 
alternative, trouble and heartache too often result.  The COM members will want to do 
everything they can to help the Session and you move toward the best possible future.  
Work with them. 

Third, I am thinking of the words from Colossians 3:12-14 that some of you reading 

this may remember from your weddings.  I usually use them as a charge to newly  
married couples but I think they are good for anybody. ñAs Godôs chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience.ò Watch closely how you speak to and treat one another.  Donôt let the 
past, long or short term, keep you from the present and future that God has for all of 
you together.  Let the fruits of the Holy Spirit shape your life together.  That will be far 
more important than budgets or numbers. 

ñBear with one another, and if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 

each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.ò We 
emphasize Godôs grace when we share the gospel, that forgiveness and eternal life 
are Godôs gifts to us in Christ.  We canôt earn grace.  Itôs wonderful to receive, but we 
are to be ready to give it, too.  Show grace to one another.  This is to come before 
anyoneôs agenda, tastes, or preferences.  Pray, and pray sincerely, that God will show 
you the way forward. 

ñAbove all, clothe yourselves in love, which binds everything together in  

perfect harmony.ò  I know many of you are anxious to find a vision for your ministry, 
one that will draw everyone together and inspire everyone to work and reach many 
people.  That is important, vitally important.  But the foundation has to be solid for the 
future building, and love is the mark of the Christian.  Love one another sincerely, 
even when you disagree.  Let love be the mark by which First Presbyterian Church of 
Lake Charles is known across southwest Louisianaðlove for the Lord, love for one 
another in the congregation, love for other churches, and a deep love for our 
neighbors. Our prayers are for God to do even greater things in, through, and with you 
than you have yet seen.  May his peace and blessing be with you! 

                    Love always in Christ,   Fred 
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ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH  

 

 

FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

February 1ðRobbie Poe 

February 5ðAngie Dilmore 

February 7ðKirk Harmon  

February 8ðDorothy Donaldson 

February 10ðCammie OôDell 

February 12ðEmily Fenet Parker 

February 13ðCheryl Jenkins 

February 13ðScotty White 

February 13ðPat Swift 

February 15ðJessica Wheaton 

February 21ðSydney Taylor 

February 22ðMark Judson 

February 23ðJohn Ryan Hood 

February 23ðAaron Seay 

February 24ðBertha Shea 

February 26ðRegan Smith 

February 27ðDavid Garber 

February 29ðPhilip Miller  

2/16ðGerald and Joyce Pullin (1946) 

2/16ðAndy and Carolyn Sharp (1991) 

 

MEMBERS:  Dot and Doug Donaldson (temporarily in Bastrop, TX); Margaret Edwards; Margaret Fontenot; Dan & Dorothea 

Harmon; June Hopes; Merle Killinger; Jack and Daphne Knapp; Betty Lake; Mary Lester; André LeBlanc (Mission Service in Miami, 

FL); Dr. T. L. Lewis; Ann Garber McConville ; Bob Manning; Patti Orgeron; Molly Parker; Carol Price; Gerald and Joyce Pullin; Dr. 

Violet Shaver;  Bertha Shea; Connie Smith; Sydney Taylor; William and Mary Wadsack; Cub Wulff  

 

FRIENDS: Bill Abernathy (cancer), Homer Abernathyôs brother; Dot Abernathy, Homer Abernathyôs mother; Lt. Col. David 

Applegate (Afghanistan), son-in-law of Sally and David Rodgers; Susan Arimura; Kristina Barrett (bone cancer) 8 year old cousin of 

Tommy Steen, daughter of Chad & Melissa Barrett; Katie Belt (breast cancer), friend of Joyce and Harold Carr;  Trudy Bertrand 

(stage 4 cancer), Howard Beardôs sister; Harley Caddy, Phill Caddyôs brother;  Anna Grace (Cagle) Dennis (6 yr. old w/ brain cancer 

at St. Judeôs Hospital), friends of the family of Cheryl Jenkines; Lonnie Daggett (treatment for cancer), Barbara Whiteôs sonôs mother-

in-law;  Rev. Dopicoôs father (Dopico is Pastor of our sister church in Varedero, Cuba.  His father has stomach cancer);  Diane 

Greenlee (breast cancer), friend of Sally Rodgers;  Duke Hernandez (leg amputation and diabetes), friend of Margaret Fontenotôs; 

Sandra Lode (very rare form of cancer), friend of Cleary Hinton;  Brent McGinley (chemotherapy), Courtney Fenetôs sister; Edna 

Naquin (diabetes), friend of Margaret Fontenot; Joseph Nealis (possible cancer), brother of Margaret Fontenot; Lorraine Nealis 

(stroke), sister-in-law of Margaret Fontenot; Judy Pichon (malignant skin cancer), friend of Lenn and Ann Knapp; Anita Tritico; 

Annette Vail; Jim Wyche (rare lymphoma) friend of June Hopes 

   

 

IN THE HOSPITAL  
Dot Abernathy (Homerôs mother, Leahanne and 

Missyôs beloved Maw Maw) - Christus-St. Patrick 

 

Molly Parker, recovering from a fractured knee  

at Kingsley Place 
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Special Prayer Requests 

 
Please remember Mrs. Annette Vail and her family in your prayers.  Annette is  an employee of Lake Area Custodial Services and 

has been cleaning First Presbyterian Church for a good while.  Annette is a hard worker and really cares about FPC.  On January 

3rd while working a job at another location she had a fall.  She possibly suffered either an aneurysm or a stroke.  According to her 

employer, she is non-responsive and has been removed from life support .  The church office will miss Annette and requests that 

you offer her and her family up in prayer. 

 

Christian sympathies go out to Joyce Carr and her family for the recent loss of her sisterôs husband, Donald Ray Johnson, of 

Houston. 

We extend our sympathy in Christ to the loved 

ones of our church who died in January:  
 

DICK HOPES , whose Service of Witness to the 
Resurrection was held on Friday, January 28th. 

 

CONNIE SMITH, who died in Georgia.  Her  
family plans to have a memorial service here in 

the spring. 



 

A CELEBRATION OF THE MINISTRY OF 

DR. FREDERICK n. SEAY 
  First Presbyterian Church  

1801 Second Avenue  
 

Sunday, February 6, 2011 
11:00 a.m.  - Service of Communion 

12:00 p.m. -  Reception in Copeland Room 
          with the Seays 

Immediately following the Reception - 
Luncheon in Fellowship Hall 

 
Please RSVP your attendance at luncheon to:  

Dorothy Strait at  479-0400 or church office at  
433-4667 or email: secretary@1stpreslc.com 

 
   Wednesday, February 9, 2011 

6:30 p.m. - Family Night Supper 
 

Bring your BEST covered dish and join your friends for 
fellowship and fond farewells. 

 
Special guests and presentations! 
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Join us for  

Family Night Supper  
Wednesday, February 9th  

6:30 P.M. ĕFellowship Hall  

This will be our last opportunity to say 

farewell to the Seay Family before they 

depart to their new home in  

Sugar Land, Texas.  

Come and enjoy a wonderful meal and a 
great time of fellowship.  Bring your  

favorite casserole, covered dish or dessert.   
Please invite a guest! 

JOIN PRIME TIMERS 

on Wednesday  

February 16th at 11:30 AM  

Prime Timersô Luncheon will 

be held on Wednesday, February 16 at 11:30 

A.M. in Fellowship Hall.  Come join us for a  

wonderful luncheon. Tickets on sale Sunday, 

February 13th! Hope to see you there! 

 

The Menõs Breakfast  Group  
will meet for a delicious  breakfast 

and great fellowship on  
Saturday, February 19, 2011 at 

8:00 AM   
in Fellowship Hall.   

Please  bring a guest.   
Donõt miss the best breakfast  in 

town!  
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How to budget more effectively is the topic of our 
churchõs inaugural Community Classroom offering.  
Christi Emanuel is teaching this very timely class 
with a special price of $10 for First Presbyterian 
members. ($15 for non-members or $10 if  
sponsored by a member).  This class is perfect for 
teens and early 20õs just starting out, for adults 
transitioning to retirement or those who need to 
change their budgeting habits.  The class will begin 
March 9th with participants encouraged to come 
to Family Night Supper and then adjourn to the 
classroom.  This is a four week course with  
Materials.  To reserve your space please call Christi 
(912-4046) or the church office.  Please invite 
friends to join you in this study! 

Who are you? 

This is not an intellectual question of origins or  
beliefs.  This is about church nametags.  Our name-

tags are being revamped to find a more budget 
friendly system to allow us to provide visitors with 

nametags and new members with nametags in a 

more timely manner.  If you fall into any of the 
categories below, please call or email Debbie Serra. 

(436-2204 or  
dhserra@gmail.com):  

 
*You have lost your nametag, your name has    

  changed, you did not receive a nametag when you   

  became a member; 
*Do you know of a good nametag system youôve  

  used in another organization or at work? 
*Your preference in nametags: pin, clip, magnet,  

  string around the neck, combinationé 
 

Your input is very important in our ability to make 

good decisions.  Thank you for your help!  



 

COMMUNION WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday, February 6th 11:00 A.M. in  

Fellowship Hall. 
Sunday School is at 10:00 AM 

SUNDAY CIRCLE will be meeting on the  

following dates to continue their Bible study of 

ñJourneys Through Revelation  

Apocalyptic Hope for Today.ò   

The studies are in the Friendship at 4:30 PM 

February 13ï Lesson 6 

February 27ðLesson 7 

March 13ðLesson 8 

March 27ðLesson 9 

Circle 3 Meetings  
(3rd Thursday at 6 PM of each month) 

February 17 ñhome of Lois Ferguson  
March 17 ñhome of Caroline Garrett  

April 21 ñhome of Fran Plauche  
May 19 ñhome of JoAnn Fish  

FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE  

 
1/2ð120 (Communion Service)  

1/9ð43 at Gathering; 44 at Traditional  
1/16ð 36 at Gathering; 56 at Traditional  
1/23ð47 at Gathering; 55 at Traditional  
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Dr. Seayõs last Sunday service will be on 
Sunday, February 6th.  On page 2 of  The 

Chimes, please see the invitation to a  
Reception for the Dr. Seay and his family. 

 
Dr. Seayõs last day at the church office will 

be on Wednesday, February 9th.  Also, 
noted on the invitation to  attend the  

Family Night Supper to wish the Seays best 
wishes and farewell. 

NEW ELDERS 
From left to right:   

 

Rev. Dr. Fred Seay 

 

Chris Tyler  

Vice-Moderator of Building & Grounds  

 

Christi Emanuel  

Vice-Moderator of Fellowship  

 

Carolyn Sharp 

Mission 

 

Penny Hopes 

 

George Swift 

Moderator of Administration  

 

Dr. Barbara Tomek-White  

Vice-Moderator of Christian  

Education (not shown) 
 

ºBDKDAQ@SD SGD FHESR NE

VNLDM» RTMC@Xwill be on February 

27th. The ladies of First Presbyterian Church  

will lead the worship services  

at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM.    

Please join us for this special Sunday. 

 



 

 

Elementary Sunday school is located in the 

Elementary classroom.  The study will using 

hands-on Bible.  It is very exciting, please join 

us. 

 

Junior/senior high class continue to meet in 

the Youth suite on the second floor. 

 

The study group in the library led by Tom 

Cole will continue to study Part II in the book 

of ñJohn for Everyone.ò 

 

Les Amieôs is studying the New Testament 

readings to answer the question:  ñLord, what 

do You want Your church to be?ò  We have 

studied portions of the Gospels and now are 

reading the letters in the New Testament as 

they apply to instructions to the churches. 

 

The CLC/Friendship class continue to study 

the revised edition of ñMighty Acts of God,ò 

by Arnold B. Rhodes. 

 
WEEK DAY BIBLE STUDIES 

Bible Study with T. L. Lewis every 
Tuesday at Noon in the Friendship 
Room.  Dr. Lewis leads a class in 
the Gospel of Mark. Bring your 

own Bible and a brown bag lunch!  

In February, our thoughts turn to Valentineôs Day 
 ...heart-shaped boxes of candy, red roses, and frilly cards pro-
fessing love.  So I thought it appropriate this month to feature a 
little red book called CRAZY LOVE , by Francis Chan.  This dy-
namic pastor from Cornerstone Church in Simi Valley, California 
challenges us to break free of our luke-warm spirituality and burn 
red hot for Christ.   Chan encourages us to read the Bible with 
fresh eyes; not simply reading, but taking the teachings of Jesus 
to heart and living out our faith in new, even radical, ways.  
Christian speaker Louie Giglio says, ñWith an urgency that seeks 
to awaken a sleeping church mired in the comfort of middle 
ground, CRAZY LOVE gets to the heart of the matter and leaves 
you wanting more - more of the matchless Jesus who offers radi-
cal life for all.ò See the library bulletin board for more information.  
I highly recommend everyone read CRAZY LOVE.  Thereôs also 
a small group study associated with this book.  Check out 
www.crazylovebook.com. 

A Look at the Book of Haggai 
Read the book of Haggai lately? Prophet Haggai doesnôt 

seem to get much attention. But the scant two chapters of 

this Old Testament book have some promising words re-

garding the church. Through Haggai, God spoke to the 

Israelites post-exile. I believe the words are as true today 

as they were then. I encourage you to read Haggai ï itôs a 

quick read. Here are some highlights: 

In 1:4, God seems to suggest that His people are focusing 

more on their own homes and lives than Godôs house and 

the life of the church. 

In verse 6, God tells the people that they toil in vain, that 

they are never happy. Nothing satisfies them, implying that 

their priorities are not straight. 

Verses 12-13, the people listen to Haggai and fear the 

Lord, who tells them, ñI am with you.ò 

Verse 14, The Lord óstirred up the spiritô of the people. 

They came and óbegan to work in the house of the Lord.ô 

In 2:3-5, God, in my own paraphrase, asks the people, 

ñWho is old enough to remember how the church used to 

be? Doesnôt seem like much now, comparatively, does it? 

But be strong and work. I am with you. My spirit remains 

among you. Do not fear.ò  

Verse 9, God says, ñThe glory of this present house will be 

greater than the glory of the former house. And in this place I 

will grant peace.ò 

Verse 19 asks, ñIs there any seed left in the barn?ò In other 

words, what more can be done? What else can we do? 

How else can we serve? ñUntil now, the vine and the fig 

tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne 

fruit.  From this day on I will bless you.ò 

The chapter concludes with God telling His people that 
He has chosen them and wants them to be like His signet 

ring. 

As the First Presbyterian Church of Lake Charles, letôs 

take action as the Israelites did and claim these promises 

through Haggai as our own. 
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by Angie Dilmore 
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WHAT NEXT? 
Message from the Clerk of Session 

 
 

What will happen next, after our Pastor leaves? 
 
The Presbytery of South Louisiana, through its Committee on Ministry (COM), will work 
with the Session as the next part of our journey begins.  The Session has already asked the 
COM to recommend a Minister to come in and moderate their meetings.  A liaison from 
the COM will come soon and meet with the Session to talk about the options and  
possibilities for seeking an Interim Minister or some other form of pastoral leadership.  
The Stewardship Committee will also need to look at what the church can afford to pay.  
The Session will need approval from the COM before seeking any kind of pastoral ser-
vices.  If the Decision is to seek an Interim Minister, or Stated Supply Pastor (someone 
who would basically come on Sundays to preach and possibly also tend to emergencies 
but not keep office hours or work more than a few hours a week) or a Designated Pastor, 
the Session would form a committee of Elders to seek that candidate.  If the decision is to 
seek another full time (or part time) Minister, once the COM gives approval, a committee 
formed of Ruling Elders and congregation members would be elected.  The would have an 
orientation, do a Mission Study, prepare a Church Information Form, and starting seeking  
candidates.  The average length of time for the process is 18 months. 
 
A key person in the coming weeks and months will be our Administrative Assistant,  
Sabrina Spears.  We want to be careful that she is not swamped with calls or requests for 
tasks, or that she end up with 15 or more òbosses.ó  If you are a Ruling Elder or for some 
other reason need Sabrina to help you with something, if it will take no more than 10  
minutes or so of her time, go ahead and give her a call or go by.  If you want to ask her help 
with something more involved or time and energy consuming, her immediate supervisors 
until we have an Interim Minister or other type of pastoral leadership will be me as the 
Clerk of Session  and the Moderator of the Administration Committee (George Swift).  
Please contact either one of us. 
 
       Lenn Knapp, Jr. 
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Josh Duffel (second from 

the left) was featured in 

the January 10, 2011  

edition of the LC American 

Press along with crew 

members who helped  

install an irrigation system 

with entrepreneur  

Christopher Dickson  

FELIZ NAVIDAD FROM OUR SISTER CHURCH , DORA VALENTIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN  

VARADERO, CUBA .  Rev. Dopico is featured on the left bottom  with his ñGarth Brooksò head gear. 



Page 9   VOLUME 42, Issue No.  2             January 25, 2011 

 

OAK PARK FOOD PANTRY  

 

Meal-A-Month 

Program 
 
 

SUGGESTED ITEMS: 

MONTH OF FEBRUARY  

Macaroni and Cheese 

Canned Meats 

Dried Fruits/Nuts 

Dry Cereal/Pop Tarts 

Powdered Milk 

Instant Tea or Coffee 

Kool Aid-Lemonade 

 

Please use this list as a guideline, but know that 

all food items are accepted and appreciated.  

MISSION NEWS 

 

Letter to Church Pastors from Oak Park Food Pantry received 12/28/10 

Dear Pastors: 

 

I can hardly believe the year is quickly coming to an end.  The old saying, ñhow time fliesò seems to hit 

home more so as I get older. 

 

As I think about this almost ñpast year,ò I see more clearly the greatness of Our Lord in Heaven.  What 

seemed to be a bleak ending for this year is now looking just fine.  Our account is growing steadily.  That 

is certainly a gift from God, Himself.  It is through your hard work and generosity that the pantry will 

remain open to feed our poor and needy.  Of course, I know Sonny has something to do with this. Never 

will he allow this ministry to go by the way side until he and God make that decision and do you think he 

would not be afraid to put in his two bits. 

 

Please continue to support this ministry and pray for Godôs blessings for those who serve the Lord. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Rothermel 

Oak Park Food Pantry 

St. Margaretôs Catholic Church 

2500 Enterprise Boulevard 

Lake Charles, LA  70601 

 

Oak Park Food Pantry Report 

 Money Spent on Groceries for November 2010ð $1,576.21; For 2010ð$29,284.64 
Total Families served in November with 178 children, out of these 200 families 8 were new.  

The pantry has served 1,869 families in 2010 who had a total of 1,595 children.  In November 
200 bags of groceries were given out.   

Did you know the wooden box is to collect money for the needy?  The money collected is sent from FPC to Oak  

Park Food Pantry.  We average $4-$5 per week (unless a special collection is made like we recently did  the 

end of November 2010) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in heading up 
a group of members from First 

Presbyterian Church to attend the 
musical in February, please inform 
the Church Office and we will have 
you listed as the contact person to 
organize the trip in an upcoming 

bulletin. 


