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 I recently had a conversation with one of your church leaders about the difficulty she was having in 

recruiting team members for the committee she serves on.  She was lamenting the fact that folks she had  

contacted so often had a number of reasons why they couldnôt serve.  That they usually had no qualms about 

saying óno.ô  I remarked that perhaps we should start a campaign that borrowed from the anti-drug message 

that has been prevalent for many years in our schoolsé you know the one:  ñJust Say No!ò  Instead, ours 

would encourage people in our church community, when asked to serve in a particular capacity, to ñJust Say 

Yes!ò  And soooé 

 Here we are!  I want to encourage all of you who are part of this church community to consider what 

opportunities for service to this church you may have to ñJust Say Yes!ò  Now I know that there are any  

number of statements rolling through your minds right now. ñI am way too busy.ò  ñI donôt want to waste my 

time in meetings.ò  ñI donôt like getting out at night.ò  ñIôve served on so many committees already.ò  ñI donôt 

want to get stuck doing something I donôt like.ò  

 To all of these criticisms of serving in the context of the church, I say ñAMEN!ò  Iôm with you!  That  

is exactly why we are going with not only a new committee structure, but more importantly, a new committee 

attitude.  All of those complaints I listed above came from my own thoughts.  I myself am far too busy to feel 

like Iôve wasted time in never-ending meetings.  Iôd much rather be back at home/apartment relaxing than  

going to the church, perhaps for a task that I donôt particularly care for.  Iôve certainly moderated/served on a 

LOT of committees. 

  Beginning in this new year of 2012, your Session wants to bring a new attitude to how we serve in the 

church.  We want leaders, and members, to serve on committees for which they have a real interest, talent, and 

passion.  To be creative in how we get things accomplished in the church of Jesus Christé to get away from 

the old óbecause weôve always done it that wayô mentality.  To spend less time ómeetingô and more time 

ódoing.ô   

 Does that mean that every task in the church is going to be fun and exciting?  Hmmm, just ask some of 

our B & G folks, or ñOffice Angels,ò or Fellowship Committee about that!  But, they ARE examples of taking 

pride in their work, in being able to look back at whatôs been done and know that theyôve accomplished  

something.  Even when it took a littleé or a LOTé of not-so-glamorous work. 

 If this church is to survive, it will require a definite ñcan-doò attitude.  That even when you are not on 

a particular committee, you still take the time to go over and see if one of your brothers or sisters in Christ 

needs a hand.  Like when youôd prefer to go and get in your car after a Family Night Supper, instead stopping 

by the kitchen to see if you can help.  Or after worship you pick up that piece of paper or coffee cup left  

behind. 

 You may be one of those tireless volunteers who feels like you have to do too much already.  And you 

may be right.  We ALL need to pitch in.  Your fellow laborers need your help.  In the words of an old English 

proverb, ñMany hands make lighter work.ò  Consider all that you ócan-do.ô  Pray about how God wants to use 

your hands to help lighten anotherôs load.  And when His call comesé perhaps through a familiar voiceé 

ñJust Say Yesòé 

                 Your co-laborer in Christ, 

          Chan  
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Tuesdays  

At Noon  
 

With  T.L. Lewis 
In the Friendship  Room  

 

 

 

MINISTRY OF 

THE BELLS  
 

 

 

 

 Our church building has been blest with a 

carillon of 23 bells operated from a  

keyboard located in the south side vestibule.  

Thanks to the effort of Chester Miller,  

Larry Sens, Bob Dilmore, Judge John Hood,  

Chris Tyler, Joe Duffel, and several others, the 

bells are once more operational. 
 

 This carillon is one of only two  

located in Louisiana, and one of only 164  

registered in the United States.  The bells were 

given to the glory of God by E.R. Henry, a  

former Tax Assessor of our parish, in loving 

memory to his two wives, Della Gertrude 

Beardsley and Lena Louella Davis.  Each bell is 

so inscribed. 
 

 The bells were cast by the second oldest 

existing corporation in the Netherlands, Petit et 

Fritsen, who cast them and oversaw their  

installation.  The bells were dedicated by  

Rev. Claude Wardlaw on December 12, 1954.  

Louis S. Brewer was the organist of the church 

at that time. 
 

 Funds were made available from funds 

dedicated to the church by Pawnee Meek for the 

music program to send a mailing to the 

neighborhood reminding them that each time the 

bells were played during the Advent Season, to 

be reminded of the gift of the Christ child to us 

from God and his redemptive gift to us. 
 

 A special thanks goes out to Nan and 

Wid Himel, Dylan LeBlanc, Chris Miller and 

Bob Emanuel for giving their time to play the 

carillon during this special season.  Our church  

is truly ñThe Church with the Bells.ò 
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Small Group Bible Study/ 

Focus Group Meetings 
Every Sunday at 5 p.m. 

in the Library 

Led by Charlene Aguillard 
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Happy New Year, everyone! Iôm starting off 

2012 with a new favorite author. Her name is 

Anne Lamott. I discovered her at the book 

sale at Good Shepherd last year. Her name 

was familiar to me because she wrote a  

popular book ï a must-read for writers ï 

called Bird By Bird. (It was on my Christmas 

wish list, but at the time of this writing, I 

donôt yet know if I received it.) So when I 

saw the title Traveling Mercies at the book 

sale, her name caught my eye and I, of course, 

bought the book.  
 

Loved it! And now I want to share it with you 

all. Ms. Lamott writes from her own life  

experiences about issues related to faith,  

single motherhood, alcoholism, and losing her 

father to cancer at a young age. Sheôs funny, 

poignant, and at times, painfully honest. After 

you finish reading this book, you feel like you 

have a new best friend. Iôd love to meet this 

lady in person someday. But thatôs somewhat 

unlikely. So for now, Iôll just keep reading her 

books.      

 Angie  

 
 

Sunday School 

Classes for  

all ages  

at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

Current Adult 

classes offered 

CLC/ Friendship Class 
 

ñThe Mighty Acts of Godò 
By A.B. Rhodes 

Led by Dorothy Strait 
 

"Experiencing God: How to Know 

and Do the Will of God."  

Led by Christi Emanuel 
 

Please join us  

in the McLeod Room  
First Video Lesson January 8th 

Also Offered Mondays at 1:30 p.m. 

 

The Les Amies Class begins a 

new study in January.   
 

"Experiencing God: How to Know 

and Do the Will of God."  
 

Workbooks are available for everyone.  

This is a great introspective study that 

lasts 12 weeks.  This study does require 

that you set aside time each week to 

study 5 lessons.  At this time in our 

church, it is a great Bible based study that 

helps us discern when, how, and where 

God is leading us.  Please join us if you 

can.  If you will be out some Sundays, it 

is possible to continue the study on your 

own. 

LIBRARY  

CORNER 
By ANGIE DILMORE  
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Collection for Calcasieu Parish Animal Shelter 

Needed for the shelter: 

old towels, small rugs or old blankets 

There will be a collection box in the Copeland Room. 

If you have any Questions,  

please call Penny at 855-1635 

We will collect these items for the next several weeks. 

Thank You!! 

 

Mission News  
 

The Sleeping Mat and  

ñCome Clean with Christò   

mission projects will  

continue in 2012. 
  

Mission Mornings  

will be held monthly on the  

3rd Saturday  

 at 10:00 a.m.     
 

We continue to collect plastic bags  

and personal hygiene items  

for these projects. 
 

Thank you! 

 

 

OAK PARK 

FOOD PANTRY 
 

 

 

 

 

Suggested items 

for January : 
 

 

Spaghetti Sauce 

Pasta 

Green Beans 

Brownie Mix 

Tea 

Please use this list as 

a guideline, but know 

that all items are  

accepted and  

appreciated.   
 

Thank you! 
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First Presbyterian News &  
Announcements  

   
 

   Saturday  
   January 21st  

   6:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 

Come join the fun & fellowship!  
 

Bring your favorite game &  
a snack to share.  
Weõll see you there! 

 

Donõt forget to ask your friends & 
neighbors to come join in the fun!  

 
Saturday  

January 21st  
 8:00 a.m.  

 

Join the men of  
First Presbyterian Church  

for the best Breakfast in Town!  

The Horizonôs Bible Study 

ñConfessing the Beatitudesò 
 

SATURDAY, January 14th 
10:30 a.m. in the Friendship Room 

ALL Women Welcome!  Bring a friend! 

Wednesday, January 11th  

6:30 p.m. 
 

POT LUCK: Bring your  

favorite dish to share. 

 

Reminder 

Please Pick up your 

poinsettias 

Thank you! 

 

 

Flowers for  

Worship Services 
 

Please sign-up to put fresh  

flowers in the church for  

worship services.  
 

A note of Dedication will be printed 

in the bulletin each week. 
 

Make your own arrangement, bring  

flowers from your garden or  

purchase a floral arrangement to put 

in the church. 
 

Flowers (one arrangement) will be 

used at both services each week.  

Please take flowers home after the 

11:00 a.m. service or share them with 

a friend or shut-in. 

Sign-up sheet available on Sundays in  

Fellowship Hall & Copeland Room 
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Letter to the Congregation of First Presbyterian Church 
 

In 2013, our church family will have served Christ in this community for 125 years.  From Ford 

St. to Broad St. and now on Second Avenue, generations of Presbyterians have witnessed to the 

Reformed faith in Southwest Louisiana.  That venerable heritage has been and is now a blessing 

to many. 
 

Each generation of the church has had joys and challenges, abundant times and lean times,  

periods of stability and periods of change.  Throughout the years, the overarching intent has 

been to seek what God would have us do as a church family. 
 

Our church is now at a significant turning point.  We are in the midst of a transformational 

process involving mission, discipleship, and membership.    The Session believes that, together, 

we can seek a new spiritual direction for First Presbyterian that honors the legacy of 125 years 

while possibly serving Christ in new ways.  We will be hosting five small group events in the 

month of January to further explain the financial urgency.  More importantly, we want the best 

ideas from each member as to the future spiritual direction of our church family.  Session  

members will share several options and listen for God to speak to us through the voices of all of 

those at the meetings.   The small group events will be held Wednesday, January 4 at 6:00 PM 

in the Copeland Room, Saturday, January 7 at 9:00 AM in the Copeland Room, Sunday,  

January 8 at Noon in the Copeland Room, Wednesday, January 11 during Family Night Supper 

in Fellowship Hall, and Sunday, January 15 at 10:00 AM in Fellowship Hall.  Each meeting 

will last no more than 1½ hours.   
 

God promises to be with us in every season of the life of Godôs Church.   Trusting in Godôs 

guidance and wisdom, we believe that there are opportunities for First Presbyterian to continue 

to witness to Christ in Southwest Louisiana.  The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans that ñWe 

know that all things work together for good for those who love God, are called according to 

Godôs purpose.ò   
 

Please join us for one or more of the January meetings as we together look for those future  

opportunities to be ñcalled according to Godôs purpose.ò 
 

In Christ, 
 

The 2011 Session:  Charlene Aguillard, Mary Ann Booth, Joyce Carr, Christie Emanuel, Leo-

nard Knapp, Jr., Billie Morris, Victor Picheloup, Debbie Serra, Carolyn Sharp, Ruth Singletary, 

Dorothy Strait, George Swift, Chris Tyler, Barbara White 
 

The 2012 Session:  Mary Ann Booth, Joyce Carr, Christie Emanuel, Sally Fenet, Mark Judson, 

Chester Miller, Victor Picheloup, Ruth Singletary, Dorothy Strait, George Swift, Chris Tyler, 

Barbara White 
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SESSION 
Rev. Chandler M. Willis,  Moderator 
CHURCH OFFICE: 337-433-4667 
Dorothy Strait, Clerk of Session 

 
Class of 2012  Mary Ann Booth, Nurture* 
   Joyce Carr, Faith** 
   Vic Picheloup, Operations** 
   Ruth Singletary, Vision Team* 
   Dorothy Strait, Clerk of Session 
 
Class of 2013  Christi Emanuel, Outreach* 
   George Swift, Operations* 
   Chris Tyler, Operations 
   Barbara White, Faith* 
 
Class of 2014  Chester Miller, Outreach** 
   Mark Judson, Outreach 
   Sally Fenet, Nurture* 
 
   *Moderator/Co-Moderator; ** Vice Moderator 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
Office:  337-433-4667                                                                                                     Fax:  337-433-4601 

Office Hours:  9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. Monday  - Thursday 

E-mail: Office: secretary@1stpreslc.com 



 

January 2012  Sermon Schedule 
 

Jan 1 ï Isaiah 61:10 ï 62:4   ñA New Dayò 

As we begin a new year, a clean slate,  we should first and foremost recall the ófresh startô we have in 

Christé Remember ï Rejoice ï Relate 
 

Jan 8 ï Mark 1:4-11  ñ óMarkingô Time:  Baptismò 

 This Gospel begins not with the Nativity story, but with baptismé   

 Not about birth, but re-birth. 
 

Jan 15 ï Isaiah 9:1-7 ñYes, Virginia, there is darkness out there.ò - Guest preacher: Bob Emanuel    
 

Jan 22 ï Mark 1:14-20  ñ óMarkingô Time:  Callingò 

 Jesus called simple, hard-working individuals to be his disciples.  And He is still callingé 
 

Jan 29 ï Mark 1:21-28  ñ óMarkingô Time:  Authorityò 

This humble carpenterôs son from Nazareth may have come from a ócommonô background, but was quite 

UN-common.  Why?  Because He spoke, and acted, with great power. 
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