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| recently had a conversation with one of your church leaders about the difficulty she was having in
recruiting team members for the committee she serves on. She was lamenting the fact that folks she had
contacted so often had a number of reasons why t

saying O6no. 0 | remarked that per haps -dmwgmesdageu | d
that has been prevalent for many years in our sc
woul d encourage people in our church community,
Yed 0O And sooo0é

Here we are! | want to encourage all of you who are part of this church community to consider what
opportunities for service to this church you may havé@ tbu s t S &\gw | Xnevs thabthere are any

number of statements rolling through your minds
time in meetings. o Al dondt | i ke getting out at
want to get stuck doing something | dondét | ike. o

To all of these criticisms of serving in the

is exactly why we are going with not only a new commigtieecture,but more importantly, a new committee
attitude. All of those complaints I listed above came from owyn thoughts. | myself am far too busy to feel
|l i ke | 6ve wawtnald ntgi me eitn ngsver 1 6d much rather be
going to the church, per haps f ocertamlymodesated/seried onal d
LOT of committees.

Beginning in this newearof 2012, your Session wants to bring a regtitudeto how we serve in the
church. We want leaders, and members, to serve on committees for which they have a real interest, talent,

passion To becreatvei n how we get things accomplished in t
the old 6ébecause webve al ways done it that waybo
@oing. 6

Does that mean that every task in the church is going to be fun and exciting? Hmmm, just ask some
our B & G folks, or fAOffice Angels, o0 or Fell owsh
pride in their work, in being able to | ook back
somet hing. Even when i t-soglanwlousaorkd. i tt |l eé or a LOT

If this church is to survive, it will require a definibec alro attitude. That even when you are not on
a particular committee, you still take the time to go over and see if one of your brothers or sisters in Christ
needs a hand. Like when youdbd prefer to go and
by the kitchen to see if you can help. Or after worship you pick up that piece of paper or coffee cup left
behind.

You may be one of those tireless volunteers who feels like you have to do too much already. And yot
may be right. We ALL need to pitch in. Your fellow laborers need your help. In the words of an old English
proverbiMany hands malkCe nisiiglletreral-dtort &h.ad Pryaoyu alcawnt h o)
your hands to help |ighten anotherds | oad. And
AJust Say Yesoé

Your colaborer in Christ,

Chan
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2> MINISTRY OF

Tuesdays
At Noon

> With T.L. Lewis
o In the Friendship Roon

Small Group Bible Study/
Focus Group Meetings
Every Sunday at 5 p.m.
in the Library
Led by Charlene Aguillard

THE BELLS

Our church building has been blest with a
carillon of 23 bells operated from a
keyboard located in the south side vestibule.
Thanks to the effort of Chester Miller,
Larry Sens, Bob Dilmore, Judge John Hood,
Chris Tyler, Joe Duffel, and several others, the
bells are once more operational.

This carillon is one of only two
located in Louisiana, and one of only 164
registered in the United States. The bells were
given to the glory of God by E.R. Henry, a
former Tax Assessor of our parish, in loving
memory to his two wives, Della Gertrude
Beardsley and Lena Louella Davis. Each bell is
so inscribed.

The bells were cast by the second oldest
existing corporation in the Netherlands, Petit et
Fritsen, who cast them and oversaw their
installation. The bells were dedicated by
Rev. Claude Wardlaw on December 12, 1954.
Louis S. Brewer was the organist of the church
at that time.

Funds were made available from funds
dedicated to the church by Pawnee Meek for the
music program to send a mailing to the
neighborhood reminding them that each time the
bells were played during the Advent Season, to
be reminded of the gift of the Christ child to us
from God and his redemptive gift to us.

A special thanks goes out to Nan and
Wid Himel, Dylan LeBlanc, Chris Miller and
Bob Emanuel for giving their time to play the
carillon during this special season. Our church
is truly AThe Church

wi t h
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LIBRARY
CORNER

)

o~ By ANGIE DILMORE
CHURCH LIBRARY
s
Happy New Year, eve

2012 with a new favorite author. Her name
Anne Lamott. | discovered her at the book
sale at Good Shepherd last year. Her nam
was familiar to me because she wrote a
popular book a mustread for writerg
called Bird By Bird. (It was on my Christma
wish list, but at the time of this writing, |
dondot yet know i f |
saw the title Traveling Mercies at the book

bought the book.

all. Ms. Lamott writes from her own life
experiences about issues related to faith,
single motherhood, alcoholism, and losing
father to cancer at

you finish reading this book, you feel like y

have a new best fri
l ady in person some
unl i kely. So for no
books

Angie

sale, her name caught my eye and I, of cou 'se,

Loved it! And now | want to share it with you

poignant, and at times, painfully honest. Afis

W, workbBoks hre alaithite for eder§ofe P

Sunday School
Classes for
all ages
at 10:00 a.m.

s

Christian
Education

start.
classes offered

CLC/ Friendship Class

AThe Mighty Acts
By A.B. Rhodes
Led by Dorothy Strait

r y Guirent Adulg m

IS

ng of

A

(§a)

whe

MBefiehch§ Eod: Héw td Know©
and Do the Will of God."
Led by Christi Emanuel

Please join us
in theMcLeod Room

First Video Lesson January 8th
Also Offered Mondays at 1:30 p.m.

Fer

,Thé el Riflies®¥a8begirsmh® S T

't new study in January.

e Nn'Experidndng Gdd:Hevweto Know me e t
d ay .andBDo the WilhoAGod.'s s o me wi
rea

This is a great introspective study that
lasts 12 weeks. This study does require
that you set aside time each week to
study 5 lessons. At this time in our
church, it is a great Bible based study that
helps us discern when, how, and where
God is leading us. Please join us if you
can. If you will be out some Sundays, it
is possible to continue the study on your
own.
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Mission News

. \-a-M
_ The Sleeping Matand ‘&Mﬂﬂof OAK PARK
N ARnCome Cl ean w ﬁ“‘i?“%éié(ﬂDPANTRY

=y | ) 1] _ _ i peral

. |k mission projects will B P T

: JO continue in 2012. %@@ﬁ%

‘ =g S ted items
ugges
Come Mission Mornings 99

GClean With will be held monthly on the
CHRIST 3" Saturday

at 10:00 a.m.

We continue to collect plastic bags
and personal hygiene items

for these projects.
Proj Thank you!

Thank you!

Collection for Calcasieu Parish Animal Shelter
Needed for the shelter:
old towels, small rugs or old blankets

There will be a collection box in the Copeland Room|
If you have any Questions,
please call Penny at 88%35

We will collect these items for the next several week:

Thank You!!

Please use this list as
a guideline, but know
that all items are
accepted and
appreciated.

for January :

Spaghetti Sauce
Pasta
Green Beans
Brownie Mix
Tea

Pray for Missions
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?%t First Presbyterian News &
Announcements

@ Flowers for

5 i i
‘o ¥ Worship Services
1) 0 Please sigrup to put fresh

flowers in the church for
worship services.

|;mi|a“, A note of Dedication will be printed
in the bulletin each week.

Flowers
Make your own arrangement, bring
flowers from your garden or
purchase a floral arrangement to pu
in the church.
A\ 1 Flowers (one arrangement) will be

‘ used at both services each week
'n Please take flowers home after th
11:00 a.m. service or share them WI
a friend or shutn.
Signup sheet available on Sundays
Fellowship Hall & Copeland Room

Reminder
Please Pick up your
poinsettias
Thank you!

The Hori zonds Bi bl

AConfessing t

SATURDAY, January 14th
10:30 a.m.in the Friendship Room

ALL Women Welcome! Bring a friend!

Saturday

eakms‘ January 21st
‘ 8:00 a.m.

Join the men of
First Presbyterian Church
for the best Breakfast in Town!

Family Night Supper

Wednesday, January 11th
6:30 p.m.

POT LUCK: Bring your
favorite dish to share.

Saturday
January 21st
6:30 p.m.

GAME NIGHT
Come join the fun & fellowship!

Bring your favorite game &
a snack to share.

We 6| | see

Dondt forget to
neighbors to come join in the fun!

ask

he| Beat

you t here!
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Letter to the Congregation of First Presbyterian Church

In 2013, our church family will have served Christ in this community for 125 years. From Ford
St. to Broad St. and now on Second Avenue, generations of Presbyterians have witnessed to the
Reformed faith in Southwest Louisiana. That venerable heritage has been and is now a blessing
to many.

Each generation of the church has had joys and challenges, abundant times and lean times,
periods of stability and periods of change. Throughout the years, the overarching intent has
been to seek what God would have us do as a church family.

Our church is now at a significant turning point. We are in the midst of a transformational
process involving mission, discipleship, and membership. The Session believes that, together,
we can seek a new spiritual direction for First Presbyterian that honors the legacy of 125 years
while possibly serving Christ in new ways. We will be hosting five small group events in the
month of January to further explain the financial urgency. More importantly, we want the best
ideas from each member as to the future spiritual direction of our church family. Session
members will share several options and listen for God to speak to us through the voices of all of
those at the meetings. The small group events will be held Wednesday, January 4 at 6:00 PM
in the Copeland Room, Saturday, January 7 at 9:00 AM in the Copeland Room, Sunday,
January 8 at Noon in the Copeland Room, Wednesday, January 11 during Family Night Supper
in Fellowship Hall, and Sunday, January 15 at 10:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. Each meeting

will last no more than 1%z hours.

God promises to be with us in every season of
guidance and wisdom, we believe that there are opportunities for First Presbyterian to continue
to witness to Christ in Southwest LoMei siana.

know that all things work together for good for those who love God, are called according to
Goddbés purpose. o

Please join us for one or more of the January meetings as we together look for those future
opportunictaill ¢ ®dt acterfii ng to Godbés purpose

In Christ,

The 2011 Session: Charlene Aguillard, Mary Ann Booth, Joyce Carr, Christie Emanuel, Leo-
nard Knapp, Jr., Billie Morris, Victor Picheloup, Debbie Serra, Carolyn Sharp, Ruth Singletary,
Dorothy Strait, George Swift, Chris Tyler, Barbara White

The 2012 Session: Mary Ann Booth, Joyce Carr, Christie Emanuel, Sally Fenet, Mark Judson,
Chester Miller, Victor Picheloup, Ruth Singletary, Dorothy Strait, George Swift, Chris Tyler,
Barbara White

JL JL
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UNOFFICIAL SUMMARY
STATED SESSION MEETING OF DECEMBER 12, 2011

By: Leonard Knapp, Jr., Clerk

1. Moved Christmas Eve Communion Service to 5:30 PM

2. Approved items of business for Annual Congregational meeting for Sunday,
January 1, 2012 immediately following the Worship Service at 10:00 AM in
Sanctuary.

3. Set days for congregation meetings to discuss future.

4. Heard moving testimony of faith journeys from Ruling Elder Elects Sally

Fenet, Chester Miller, and Mark Judson. Approved motion to sustain the
examinations of these Ruling Elder Elects for class of 2014 and set installation
for during 10:00 AM worship service on January 1, 2012.

5. Moved next Stated Session from Monday, January 9, 2012 to Sunday, January
8,2012 at 3:00 PM. ’

6. Called special session meeting for Monday, January 23, 2012 at 6:30 PM.

7. Authorized the Clerk to submit financial commitment to Presbytery of South
Louisiana.

8. Approved new Wedding Guidelines and Responsibilities for Wedding
Director.

9. Received and approved following Session Officers for 2012:

a. Dorothy Strait — Clerk;

b. Receiving Treasurer — Wendy Dees

c. Disbursing Treasurer — Rebecca Liles

d. Faith Committee: Barbara White — moderator, Joyce Carr — vice
moderator

e. Outreach Committee: Christie Emanuel — moderator, Chester Miller — vice
moderator

f.  Nurture Committee: Mary Ann Booth and Sally Fenet — co-moderators

g. Operations Committee: George Swift — moderator; vice moderator —
Victor Picheloup

h. Vision Team: Ruth Singletary - moderator
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January 2012 Sermon Schedule
Jan 171 Isaiah 61:10i 62:4 A A New Dayo

As we begin a new year, a clean sl ate, we $hou
Chri st é R RejoeilReate
Jan8i Mark 1:411 A &6 Mar ki ng6é Ti me: Bapti smo

This Gospel begins not with the Nativity staory,
Not about birth, but kbirth.

Jan 157 Isaiah 9:27AiYes, Vi rgini a, t hevtQuestipeacdea BobEmaguel out |t her

Jan 221 Mark 1:1420i o6 Mar ki ngd Ti me: Callingo
Jesus called simple, hawbrking individuals to be his disciples. AndHestdlc al | i ng é
Jan 297 Mark 1:21:28fA4 6 Mar ki ngdé Ti me: Aut horityo

This humble carpenterés son from Nazareth may h
UN-common. Why? Because He spoke, and acted, with great power.




