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Itõs Epiphany! (Soé?) 
 

January 6th is the Day of the Epiphany.  Here in South  Louisiana, we call it 
ñTwelfth Night,ò the end of the Christmas  season and the start of all the  
revelry of Mardi Gras.  On that date,  Christians remember that the Magi, or 
Wise Men, followed the light of the star and found Jesus.   Somehow, God 
revealed to them that the child they saw was the Savior of the world.  
ñEpiphanyò means ñManifestation,ò or ñShowingò -  God showing Jesus to the 
world, and revealing him as his Son.  There are other New Testament stories 
we remember during these weeks of the year:  Jesus going with a huge crowd 
of others to be baptized, and hearing his Fatherôs words of love and approval;  
Jesus doing his first public miracle, which was to turn water into excellent  
wine at a village wedding feast.  God reveals his Son, sent to save us all, in 
surprising ways. 
 
Epiphany is a good reminder to us as we begin a new year.  What is 2011 
going to bring?  Last year, a friend wrote on his Facebook page, ñ2010ð
please be kinder to me than 2009 was!ò  We all hope for the best every time a 
new year begins.  The year just ended was a difficult one in a number of ways 
for us all.  But, folks, God saw us through it.  We had strong disagreements 
and had some intense conversations.  We also experienced Godôs grace  
together.  We are blessed to have received new members, and made new 
friends.  We were given opportunities to reach out with the gospel and to 
share our talents in ministry.  We even won a drawing at a local broadcasting 
company, and won free air time on a radio station to tell people about First 
Presbyterian Church of Lake Charles! 
 
What is 2011 going to bring?  There will be surprises, some that we will like 
and others we may not.  There will be challenges, along with new  
opportunities  to serve.  There will, we pray, be a steadily forming,  
Spirit-shaped vision of what the Lord of the church wants us to be doing. 
 
Someone gave me a beautiful plaque for Christmas.  It bears the words 
ñBidden or not, God is present.ò  In all that the year ahead brings, may we all 
find ourselves amazed by grace and seeing God reveal himself in many  
unexpected ways.  Happy new year, and happy Epiphany! 
 
Your pastor and friend, 
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JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

January 5ðCody LeJeune 

January 5ðNicholas Shattuck 

January 6ðBen Stoker 

January 6ðJoAnn Fish 

January 7ðRobert Price, Jr. 

January 8ðVernon Garber 

January 9ðLana Tyler 

January 9ðRichard Wheaton, Jr. 

January 10ðJim Hanchey 

January 10ðDylan LeBlanc 

January 10ðDonald Fish 

January 12ðLana Lake Foster 

January 12ðMichael Garber 

January 12ðDavid Foster 

January 13ðKatherine Booth 

January 14ðJill Adams 

January 16ðNicholas Duffel 

January 17ðJeff Streeter 

January 17ðMarcie Plauche 

January 20ðPaula Henderson  

January 21ðScott Edwards 

January 21ðMichael Stoker 

January 23ðKirby White, III  

January 24ðKay Gilliland  

January 24ðPaulette Mercer 

January 29ðDebbie Sockrider 

January 30ðGloria Sens 

January 30ðMargaret Wright  

January 30ðViolet Manning 

                                   

              ANNIVERSARIES  

                                THIS MONTH  

 

                       January 9ðDanny & Cammie OôDell 

                       1982 

                  January 13ðJohn & Linda Texada 

                        1968 

 

 

 

MEMBERS:  Dot and Doug Donaldson (temporarily in Bastrop, TX); Margaret Edwards; Margaret Fontenot; Dan & Dorothea 

Harmon; June Hopes; Merle Killinger; Jack and Daphne Knapp; Betty Lake; Mary Lester; Sgt. David Landreneau (in Iraq); André 

LeBlanc (Mission Service in Miami, FL); Dr. T. L. Lewis; Ann Garber McConville ; Bob Manning; Patti Orgeron; Molly Parker; Carol 

Price; Gerald and Joyce Pullin; Dr. Violet Shaver;  Bertha Shea; Connie Smith; Sydney Taylor; William and Mary Wadsack; Cub 

Wulff  

FRIENDS: Bill Abernathy (cancer), Homer Abernathyôs brother; Lt. Col. David Applegate (Afghanistan), son-in-law of Sally and 

David Rodgers; Susan Arimura; Kristina Barrett (bone cancer) 8 year old cousin of Tommy Steen, daughter of Chad & Melissa 

Barrett; Katie Belt (breast cancer), friend of Joyce and Harold Carr;  Trudy Bertrand (stage 4 cancer), Howard Beardôs sister; Ernest 

Brown, Jr. (in Iraq), nephew of Harold Carr; Harley Caddy, Phill Caddyôs brother;  Anna Grace (Cagle) Dennis (6 yr. old w/ brain 

cancer at St. Judeôs Hospital), friends of the family of Cheryl Jenkines; Lonnie Daggett (treatment for cancer), Barbara Whiteôs sonôs 

mother-in-law;  Rev. Dopicoôs father (Dopico is Pastor of our sister church in Varedero, Cuba.  His father has stomach cancer);  

Barbara Graham, daughter of Joyce Carr; Diane Greenlee (breast cancer), friend of Sally Rodgers;  Duke Hernandez (leg 

amputation and diabetes), friend of Margaret Fontenotôs; Donald Ray Johnson (very ill & in hospital), brother-in-law of Joyce Carr; 

Sandra Lode (very rare form of cancer), friend of Cleary Hinton;  Brent McGinley (chemotherapy), Courtney Fenetôs sister; Edna 

Naquin (diabetes), friend of Margaret Fontenot; Lorraine Nealis (stroke), sister-in-law of Margaret Fontenot; Judy Pichon (malignant 

skin cancer), friend of Lenn and Ann Knapp; Anita Tritico; Jim Wyche (rare lymphoma) friend of June Hopes 

 CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY  
We extend our deep sympathy to the family of Janet 

Harris.  Janet died on December 6, and her Service of 
Witness to the Resurrection was on December 10th.  

She was a long time faithful member, and offered care 
and love to many people.                   

  

Johnnie and Lara LaCombe  

 

Jack Simpson  

BAPTISMS ĕAND MORE!  
On December 5th, the church celebrated the baptisms of  

Tyler and Ethan LaCombe. 
On December 19th at the 11 AM service, Jack Simpson reaffirmed the baptismal 
covenant as he united with First Presbyterian Church.  He had been baptized 

some time before in a Baptist church.   
We celebrate with the LaCombe family the beginning of their childrenõs life 
journey with Christ, and this important milepost along Jackõs journey! 

IN THE HOSPITAL 

June HopesðCHRISTUS-St. Patrick  

Lana LakeðSt. Elizabethôs, Beaumont, TX 
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Congratulations to  

Choir Director, Chris Miller  

who was inducted into the  

Cajun Music Hall of Fame on  

December 12, 2010. 

Congratulations to Adam and Megan 

Knapp on the birth of their new daugh-

ter, Hattie Elizabeth.  Hattie was born 

on December  7th at Womanės Hospital 

in Baton Rouge.  We also offer  

congratulations to Hattieės sister, Sadie, 

and to the proud grandparents,  

Ann and Lenn Knapp ! 

The church office will be closed on  
December 31st 

 
in observance of the New Yearõs  

Day Holiday 

 

Join us for  

Family Night Supper  

Wednesday, January 12th  

6:30 P.M. ĕFellowship 

Hall  

Come and enjoy a wonderful meal and a great 
time of fellowship.  Bring your favorite  

casserole, covered dish or dessert.   
Please invite a guest! 

MLK Day 

 

on  

 

January 17th!  
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Prime Timersô Luncheon will be held on 

Wednesday, January 19th at 11:30 A.M. 

in Fellowship Hall.  Come join us for 

Bingo and Gumbo.   

Tickets on sale Sunday, January 16th!  

Hope to see you there! 

The Menõs Breakfast  Group will meet for 
a delicious breakfast and great fellowship 
on Saturday, January 15, 2011 at 8:00 AM 
in Fellowship Hall.  Please invite a family 
member or guest.  Donõt miss the best 

breakfast  in town!  
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SPECIAL COMMUNION SERVICE 
 

Sunday, January 2, 11:00 A.M. in 
Fellowship Hall. 

This will be a special service for  
&OHOG@MXu /DV :D@Q½R @MC SGD  

ordination and installation of new 
Elders. 

ANOTHER SPECIAL 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday, January 9th 

9:00 AM and 11:00 AM 

Many churches remember the baptism of 

our Lord on the second Sunday of each 

January.  We will also have the  

opportunity to come forward and  

reaffirm our baptismal promises as we 

begin the new year. 

Sunday, January 2nd, immediately after the  

Communion service (noon). 

 

The purpose is for the Session to present a  

working  budget for the start of 2011; the elec-

tion of the Session members to serve as Trustees 

for the corporation (First Presbyterian Church of 

Lake Charles, Inc.); and to vote on the pastorõs 

Terms of Call for 2011. 

Congratulations to Choir Director Chris 
Miller, who was inducted into the Cajun  

Music Hall on December 12, 2010!  

THE SESSION WILL HAVE A MID -WINTER 

RETREAT ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 22ND 

FROM 9:30 A.M. UNTIL NOON.  THE  

LOCATION WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN THE 

BULLETIN VERY SOON!  

SUNDAY CIRCLE will be meeting on the  

following dates to continue their Bible study of 

ñJourneys Through Revelation Apocalyptic Hope 

for Today.ò   

The studies are in the Friendship at 4:30 PM 

 

January 9ðLesson 4 

January 23ðLesson 5 

February 13ï Lesson 6 

February 27ðLesson 7 

March 13ðLesson 8 

March 27ðLesson 9 

 

Circle 3 Meetings for 2011  
(3rd Thursday at 6 PM of each month ) 

January 20 ñhome of Joyce Carr  
February 17 ñhome of Lois Ferguson  

March 17 ñhome of Caroline Garrett  
April 21 ñhome of Fran Plauche  

May 19 ñhome of JoAnn Fish  

DECEMBER ATTENDANCE  
 

12/05ð108 (Communion Service) 

12/12ð45 at Gathering; 65 at Traditional 

12/19ð42 at Gathering; 69 at Traditional 

12/24 Candlelight Service ð 199 

12/26ð  29 at Gathering;  35 at Traditional 
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Elementary Sunday school is located in the 

Elementary classroom. 

 

Junior/senior high class continue to meet in 

the Youth suite on the second floor. 

 

The study group in the library led by Tom 

Cole will continue to study Part II in the book 

of ñJohn for Everyone.ò 

 

Les Amieôs is studying the New Testament 

readings to answer the question:  ñLord, what 

do You want Your church to be?ò  We have 

studied portions of the Gospels and now are 

reading the letters in the New Testament as 

they apply to instructions to the churches. 

 

The CLC/Friendship class continue to study 

the revised edition of ñMighty Acts of God,ò 

by Arnold B. Rhodes. 

 
WEEK DAY BIBLE STUDIES 

 
Bible Study with T. L. Lewis every 
Tuesday at Noon in the Friendship 

Room.  Dr. Lewis leads a class in the 
Gospel of Mark. Bring your own Bible 
and a brown bag lunch! ( No study on 
January 4th for New Yearüs break.) 

 
Thursday Morning Bible Studies with 

Dr. Fred Seay at Southern Spice  
Restaurant at 3901 Ryan Street, Lake 

Charles.  The Bible study starts 7:00 
AM.  Dr. Seay is leading a study in 

Proverbs.  

Come January 1st, invariably I make a New 

Yearõs Resolution to spend at least a small 

portion of my day in quiet time with God.  I 

canõt say it happens every single morning, 

but daily devotionals, the ones with a  

different  meditation for each day of the year, 

help me in this spiritual discipline.  

 

Perusing the devotional shelf in our library, I 

discovered a few interesting titles.  

 

DAY BY DAY, by Billy Graham, 1986.  Surely a 

classic. 

 

DAILY THOUGHT ON BIBLE CHARACTERS, by 

Harry Foster, 1971.  This is literally a Bible 

character A-Z, starting with Aaron on January 

1 and ending with Zerubbabel on December 

31.  Fascinating! 

 

DAILY STRENGTH FOR DAILY NEEDS, by Mary 

W. Tileston, copyright 1928 and in amazingly 

good condition.  An antique book loverõs 

must-see. 

 

For our younger sets, we have CHICKEN 

SOUP for both THE KIDõS SOUL and the 

TEENõS SOUL. 

 

And a few donations from my own library, 

thereõs GODõS LITTLE DEVOTIONAL BOOK FOR 

MOMS, GODõS LITTLE DEVOTIONAL BOOK 

FOR WOMEN, and YOUTH DEVOTIONS 2, by 

Josh McDowell, òA DAILY ENCOUNTER WITH 

THE TRUE SOURCE OF POWER TO COMBAT 

TODAYõS CULTURE.ó 

 

I hope you find a way to meet God every day 

of the year.  Happy 2011! 

 

         Angie Dilmore 
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UNOFFICIAL REPORT FROM THE LAST STATED SESSION MEETING  
 

At the regular meeting on Monday, December 13, 2010, your Sessioné 
 

1. Heard a presentation on the Tom Bandy Visioning Process by three Elders 
who attended a workshop given by him in Lafayette, and discussed the need 
for deep commitment by all Session members for participating in the  

     process; 
 
2. Had an intense and extensive discussion about the 2011 budget, noting  
     that unless income improves significantly the Session may have to consider  
     budget reductions; 
 
3. Set the date for a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, January 2, after the  
     full church Communion service, to present the proposed budget for the first  
     three months of 2011 and to approve the Pastorôs Terms of Call; 
 
4. Approved the formation of the Vision Committee for the Tom Bandy  
     consulting process; 
 
5. Endorsed the application of Bob Emanuel to begin the Commissioned Lay  
     Pastor study program of the Presbytery of South Louisiana; 
 
6. Set the date of the Mid-Winter Retreat for Saturday, January 22nd, with a  
     focus on team-building and better organization of the Session committees; 
 
7.  And, finished with the yearly Evaluation of the Pastor. 
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Report from Stewardship Moderator 

by Mark M. Judson 

 

The following is a brief synopsis of information reported to the Session by the  

Stewardship Committee at the Sessionôs December Stated Meeting: 

 

1. For year 2010, we expect a year end deficit of between $35,000 and $40,000. 

2. For year 2011, total revenue is projected at $265,000 (roughly the same as last 2010). 

We expect to have between 75 and 80 pledges (roughly the same number of pledges as 

2010).   If expenses remain the same as they did in 2011, then we expect expenses to 

total approximately $307,000 (roughly the same as we expect that they will be for 

2010). So, the Stewardship Committee is presently projecting a budget deficit for year 

2011 of  -$42,000.00. 

3. As of November 30th, our non-recurring funds total about $340,024.43 which is about 

$55,000 less than this time last year. 

4. To balance year 2011, Stewardship anticipates that the Session will once again dip into 

our non-recurring funds in the amount of approximately $40,000. 

5. The Stewardship Committee advised the Session that, on its present path, it is antici-

pated that the Church would be insolvent in no later than five years. 

6. The Stewardship Committee made recommendations to the Session that would have 

resulted in a balanced budget, but that also would have resulted in a severe reduction 

and perhaps elimination of some or all of our core services. The recommendations in-

cluded but were not limited to a 20% reduction in staff and salary expenses. 

7. The Session, after much, thoughtful discussion and consideration, decided that, at this 

time, this action was not in the best overall interest of the Church.  The Session instead 

voted to carry over our 2010 operating expenses into our 2011 budget.  This would 

have the effect of a deficit budget for 2011.  The Session took note of the Committeeôs 

recommendation and decided to revisit the budget in six months.  At the time the Ses-

sion will gauge the churchôs financial situation against the overall direction and general 

well-being of the church as a whole. 

 
As outgoing Moderator of Stewardship, I ask the following of our congregation:   

(1) If you have not yet done so, pay your 2010 pledge;  

(2)  If you have not done so, please fill out an estimate of giving card (pledge card)     

      and turn into the church office.;  

(3)  If you are in a position to do so, make an extra financial contribution to the  

      church;  

(4)  Prayerfully consider the question, ñLord what do you want your church to  

      be?ò Ask yourself, what is Godôs plan for me in His Church?  Seek out the  

      answer, and the apply yourself;  

(5) Bathe our Pastor, our Staff, our Members, and our Church in prayer. 
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Hello church family,               

{ƻǊǊȅ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ L ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛŀƳƛ wŜǎŎǳŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ L ŀƳ 
helping out at the aftercare program where we serve about a hundred kids on a daily basis. We have done a couple of fun 
activities for them with the holidays. During Halloween we put together a special party for the kids. We brought in a fun 
jump and we had a lot of games that they could win different prizes in. In the month of November I have started to work in 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƳŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƛƎƘ 
school diploma. So I have started to help tutor some of the classes. 

One really exciting event that happened at the center was that the Miami Heat the professional basketball team came 
down and passed out baskets of food with different food for thanksgiving for the people with lower income that live in the 
sounding neighborhood. They also spent some time with some of the kids from a local school. 

 Also because of Thanksgiving I have been helping at the central office. The mission puts on a huge thanksgiving banquet 
on the block where the mission is. It was on the streets and they had to set up 100 tables where they served over 1,000 
people. They also had a couple of fun jumps and other games in one of the buildings where the kids could play and they 
had cotton candy and popcorn machines. 

I have found a church that I have started to attend on a regular basis. I go to the traditional service with one of my room-
mates and the only other YAV living in my house, Molly. We attend First United Methodist Church of Coral Gables. We 
found this church because another one of my roommates Gavin plays drums in the contemporary service as well as the 
night service which I also attend. It is very easy to get to the church from my house by bus so that is one of the reasons we 
decided to attend. I also enjoy the pastor and how he preaches and the people have been very friendly. Also another activ-
ity that I have gotten involved with is the FCA (fellowship of christen athletes) with the Coral Gables high school. I am as-
sisting the youth pastor at the church. So far we have met with the basketball team on a few occasions and I was able to go 
to one of their basketball games. We usually meet for about 30 to 45 minutes and have a short bible study with them. It is 
ƴƛŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ мл ǘƻ мр ƪƛŘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

Almost every Tuesday most of our community meets to have what we call a community day. This consist of my four other 
roommates and two girls that live in Homestead a town about an hour south of Miami. We usually talk about a book that 
our site coordinator has chosen for us to read. We talk about our jobs and the positives and negatives that come with 
those jobs. It is really a built in support system where we all feel comfortable to talk about a lot of different things. Some-
times we go on service projects. One week we cleaned out an empty lot that was behind an art studio that was to help 
kids. One day we went to what is called the ECHO farm. Their main goal is to stop world hunger. It is basically a research 
facility on different ways to have a farm in different climates. The most interesting type was the urban garden. They were 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƭƭ ǎƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǾŜǎǘƛōǳƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǎƻŘŀ Ŏŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
exactly how it worked but is was very cool. 

Thank you again for your support in sending me to Miami. Please keep me and all the people that I am in contact with in 
your prayers. I hope that you have a merry Christmas. 

                                                                                         Thank You, Andre LeBlanc 
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Letter to First Presbyterian Church from  

Sara Dennison  
 

 
Hello to everyone and Happy All Saintôs Day.  They do not celebrate Halloween or 

Thanksgiving here.  They probably have some religious significance.   
 

We went to this medieval town called Brasov to see Draculaôs castle.  Like all 
other myths he didnôt really live there.  Only passed through on his way to kill 

over 20,000 Turks in defense of saving the city from ruin.  He impaled them on 
stakes and the Romanians consider him their hero.  The city was over 600 years 

old and really beautiful.  It was all walled in.   
 

We took the city tour on Segways which at first was a little daunting but after 

you got used to it, it wasnôt so bad.  It was 31 degrees and I bought these little 
earmuffs and the guide said they were good until it got cold and then they  

werenôt much good.  Good thing it was warm.  They had snow in the mountains, 
Carpathians, the night before we got there.  We had an excellent guide who 

spoke really good English named Danny.  When we got home we looked up Bran 
Castle on Wikipedia and they gave us some history and mentioned a guide name 

Danny.  Must have been the same guy.   
 

Anyway, when I got back I went to church and when I walked in no one but the 
minister, organist and some guy from Nigeria was there.  I thought they had can-

celled the service but it was daylight savings time so I was an hour early.  They 
asked me to read the scripture and responsive readings which I did.  Shows what 

happens when you get somewhere early.  
 

 

Love and miss all of you so much.  
                       

Sara  
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The photo above is Pastor 

Seay on December 19, 2010 

during his Time With Our 

Children  

 

 

 

 

On the left is Johnnie and 

Lara LaCombe, with sons, 

Tyler and Ethan.  Johnnie 

and Lara became members 

by Reaffirmation of Faith 

on November 28th.  Tyler 

and Ethan were baptized on 

December 5th.   
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