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Change upsets us all.  Change in the world, change in our country, and, 

more directly to us, change in our church family.  Many of us miss Fred and 
his family greatly and wish them the very best in their new ministry.  We  
embrace that God has called Fred to this new ministry and we are called to 
have joy in that new ministry for the Seays. 
 
This is not our first congregational experience with a transition of pastors.  
The congregation loved Dr. Hines, Dr. Wardlaw, Dr. McLeod, Dr. Copeland, 
Dr. Phillips and our other pastors and interim pastors.  This congregation has 
made these transitions over and over again during its long ministry.  My 
prayer and request is that all of us open our minds and hearts as we attempt 
to discern what God would have us do as a church family.  We have adopted 
the focus that we should pray, ñLord, what do you want your church, First 
Presbyterian Church, to be?ò  If we focus on Godôs will for us, we will work 
together through this period to discern what Godôs mission for us will be. 
 
A team of fellow congregants, appointed by your Session, are working  
together with Tom Bandy, a consultant hired by the Presbytery of South  
Louisiana and the Session, to develop a Vision for us as we move forward.  I 
would urge everyone to participate in this exciting experience and opportunity 
for our church.  Tom Bandy has been invited to preach this month on March 
13

th
 and I hope that all will take the opportunity to hear his message to us on 

this first Sunday in Lent. 
 

Real Sacrifice is what God gave us in the form of Godôs Son, Jesus on the 
Cross.  Many opportunities for worship and expanding your spirituality are 
available during this Lenten season.  Turn your heart to this sacrifice  
beginning with our Service of Reflection on Ash Wednesday, March 9  
following Family Night Supper.  Then join us each Sunday between the two 
services as Barbara White leads us in a thought provoking Lenten study, 
which she believes will give us a new understanding of this sacrifice.  The 
study is based upon the book, ñHard to Dance with the Devil on Your Backò by 
Ray Buckley.   
 
On the second Sunday of Lent (March 20

th
), our daughter and, more  

importantly, a young person of this church, Charlotte Trafton, an Austin  
Seminary graduate, will be preaching at both services.  Ann and I are very 
cognizant of the contributions of this congregation to Charlotteôs spiritual  
development.  First Presbyterian gave her a foundation, a place of total love, 
a place to practice her gifts.   Please join us as we welcome Charlotte back 
home. 
 
As we move through this time of change in our church family and our mission, 

it is important to understand that Godôs love for us is Constant.  It 
does not change.  Godôs gift to us of his Son on the Cross vanquished our sin.  
Open your heart, eyes and mind during this Lenten Season to this sacrifice. 

     Lenn Knapp, Clerk of Session 



    

 

 

MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 

March 1—Margaret Fontenot 

March 4—Gay Nell Clements 

March 6—Lindsay Gail Miller 

March 7—Barbara Tomek-White 

March 8—Joyce Carr 

March 8—Grant Miller 

March 9—Margaret Edwards 

March 10—Sarah E. Hood Todd 

March 10—Ginger Ashcraft 

March 10—Carl Wellington 

March 12—Courtney Fenet 

March 13—Dan Plauche 

March 14—Kimberly Jones 

 

March 14—Marie Louise Livanec 

March 15—Wendy Dees 

March 15—Carol Price 

March 16—Debbie Serra 

March 20—Adam Knapp 

March 20—Meghan Singletary Gregory 

March 22—John Stoker 

March 22—Marilyn Wadsack 

March 22—Curtis Woodyear 

March 23—Holley Poe 

March 26—Chris Tyler 

March 29—Ashton Christopher Parker 

March 30—Sara M. Judson 

 

3/04—David & Carol LeBlanc (1989) 

3/10—Billy & Charlotte White (1973) 

3/11—Randy & Carol DeRouen (1973) 

3/31—Stephen and Ruth McLeod Rohs (2001) 

 

MEMBERS:  Dot and Doug Donaldson (temporarily in Bastrop, TX); Margaret Fontenot; Dan & Dorothea Harmon; June Hopes; 

Merle Killinger; Jack and Daphne Knapp; Betty Lake; Mary Lester; André LeBlanc (Mission Service in Miami, FL); Dr. T. L. Lewis; 

Ann Garber McConville ; Bob Manning; Patti Orgeron; Molly Parker; Carol Price; Gerald and Joyce Pullin; Dr. Violet Shaver;   

Bertha Shea;  Sydney Taylor; William and Mary Wadsack; Cub Wulff  

 

FRIENDS: Bill Abernathy (cancer), Homer Abernathyôs brother; Dot Abernathy, Homer Abernathyôs mother; Lt. Col. David 

Applegate (Afghanistan), son-in-law of Sally and David Rodgers; Susan Arimura; Kristina Barrett (bone cancer) 8 year old cousin of 

Tommy Steen, daughter of Chad & Melissa Barrett; Katie Belt (breast cancer), friend of Joyce and Harold Carr;  Trudy Bertrand 

(stage 4 cancer), Howard Beardôs sister; Lonnie Daggett (treatment for cancer), Barbara Whiteôs sonôs mother-in-law;Diane Greenlee 

(breast cancer), friend of Sally Rodgers;  Duke Hernandez (leg amputation and diabetes), friend of Margaret Fontenotôs; Sandra 

Lode (very rare form of cancer), friend of Cleary Hinton;  Brent McGinley (chemotherapy), Courtney Fenetôs sister; Edna Naquin 

(diabetes), friend of Margaret Fontenot; Joseph Nealis (possible cancer), brother of Margaret Fontenot; Lorraine Nealis (stroke), 

sister-in-law of Margaret Fontenot; Judy Pichon (malignant skin cancer), friend of Lenn and Ann Knapp; Anita Tritico; Mike Rasberry 

(Parkinson Disease) friend of Lenn and Ann Knapp; Jim Wyche (rare lymphoma) friend of June Hopes 

 

IN THE HOSPITAL 

 
 

Merle KillingerðLC Memorial (returned home) 

 

Don ChavanneðL C Memorial (returned home) 

 

June HopesðChristus-St. Patrick (returned home) 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you for the outpouring of love, concern, calls, 
food, cards and visits during Dickôs final illness.  We are so grateful to each and every 
one of you.  
        June and Penny Hopes 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH 



 

 

Join us for  

Family Night Supper  
Wednesday, March 9th  

6:30 P.M. ĕFellowship Hall  

Come and enjoy a wonderful meal 
and a great time of fellowship.  Bring your  
favorite casserole, covered dish or dessert.   

Please invite a guest! 
 

Following Family Night Supper 
there will be a Service of  

Reflection of Ash Wednesday 
led by Tom Cole. 

PRIME TIMERS WILL NOT 

MEET DURING THE 

MONTH OF MARCH 

 The next Prime Timers’ Luncheon will be 

held on Wednesday, April  20th at 11:30 

A.M.  in Fellowship Hall.  More details to 

come in the April Chimes  

The Menõs Breakfast  Group  
will meet for a delicious  breakfast 

and great fellowship on  
Saturday, March 19, 2011  

at 8:00 AM  in Fellowship Hall.   
Please  bring a guest.   

Donõt miss the best breakfast  in town! 
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òHow to budget more effectivelyó is the topic of 
our churchõs inaugural Community Classroom 
offering.  Christi Emanuel is teaching this very 
timely class with a special price of $10 for First 
Presbyterian members. ($15 for non-members or 
$10 if sponsored by a member).  This class is 
perfect for teens and early 20õs just starting out, 
for adults transitioning to retirement or those 
who need to change their budgeting habits.  The 
class will begin March 9th with participants 
encouraged to come to Family Night Supper and 
the Service of Reflection for Ash Wednesday 
and then adjourn to the classroom.  This is a 
four week course with Materials.  To reserve 
your space please call Christi (912-4046) or the 
church office.  Please invite friends to join you in 
this study! 

 

Sunday, March 13th 

Sunday, March 20th 

 We have many  
opportunities for all of our 

youth to go to camps & 
conferences.  These are the 

dates and deadlines. 
Please see Charlene  

Aguillard or Carter Taylor 
for an application or more 

information.  

Camp Agapeñ 6ñ8th graders or 3ñ5th  
Graders, dates June 12-18, 2011, must be  
registered in order to get next forms for  
medical release.  Final registration is by May 
24, 2011.  Please do not delay in starting the 
process! 
 
MoRanch Multicultural ñ6ñ12th graders, 
dates July 7ñ10, 2011, deadline to register is 
April 1st. 
 
Synod Youth Workshopñentering 10th 
gradeñgraduate, dates July 11-16, 2011, dead-
line to register is June 14th. 

These camps & conferences are a lot of fun!  

Please join us!  



FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE 

 
2/6ð 128 (Communion Service) 

2/13ð81 
2/20ð95   
2/27ð88   

 

 

 

  
òMerci Beaucoup! Muchas Gracias! 

Many Thanks!ó 

 
But all those words canôt express what we 
want to say about your send off to us.  But, 
simple as ñthank youò sounds, here we go: 
THANK YOU for your very generous love  
offering, which is a blessing to us in our  

transition; your gifts to remind us of happy 
times we have shared; your sharing of ways in 

which the Lord worked through us to touch 
your lives, which move our hearts and humble 
us; that fantastic food, and the joyful music.  

We love you and will be praying for you, as the 
Lord begins the new thing He will do in First  
Presbyterian Church of Lake Charles.  Our 

church address will be: 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
502 Eldridge Road 

Sugar Land, TX  77478 
 

Love always in Christ, 
Fred, Ruth, Daniel, Aaron, and Hannah Seay 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  

 
We have a variety of volunteer opportunities coming up.  
Some require time, some require searching your pantry, 
and some just require a willingness to help.  Please 
check through this list of needs and help in as many  
areas as you are able. 
 

¶ Nut cans for a Lenten project in Elementary Church 
Schoolñcontract Charlene Aguillard 

¶ Food for the Youth Unity Conference (YUC) - March 
19 from 10 AM to 3 PM.  Our youth will be participat-
ing in a program entitled òAm I My Brotherõs 
Keeper?ó  Snacks, money for pizzas or volunteering 
to ôdoõ lunch for teenagers would be appreciatedñ
contact Barbara White 

¶ Adult volunteers for YUCñhelping with the program 
and/or chaperoning this great group of kids March 19 
from 10 AM to 3 PMñcontact Barbara White 

¶ Playing with our babies! - Need volunteers to help 
with nursery during church and church schoolñ
contact Charlene Aguillard 

¶ Drivers for MoRanch Multicultural session and other 
youth/adult MoRanch and Synod eventsñcontact 
Charlene Aguillard 

¶ Wedding GuildñWe have quite a few weddings held 
in our church, generally people who are not mem-
bers.   Wedding Guild seeks people who would be 
available for the rehearsal and weddingñnot to 
serve as wedding coordinators, but to be stewards of 
our building and help the wedding parties and their 
guests.  There is training for this activity.  Contactñ
Billie Morris or Barbara White 

EASTER IS CLOSER THAN YOU  
THINK ! 

We are hosting the annual Easter Egg Hunt for our 

neighbors and the community.  Mark your calendar 

for April 16 and plan to join us at 9 AM to set up.  

The hunt will begin at 10 AM.  We need people to 

volunteer to help with the egg hunt itself and to send 

plastic eggs and wrapped candy, stickers, etc. to go 

in the eggs. (or better yet, to send the eggs already 

stuffed!)  Please contact Charlene Aguillard to  

Volunteer.  Eggs may be brought to the church  

office and please let us know if they are stuffed, or 

need to be stuffed. 

 

 

LIFESHARE BLOOD 

DRIVE ON SUNDAY, 

MARCH 20TH FROM 

8:30 AM - 12:30 PM  

in the Bell Choir Room  

Page 4    VOLUME 42, Issue No.  2          March 1, 2011 

Deadline for the April edition of The Chimes 
is Thursday, April 21st!  

MISSION HOUSING 

First Presbyterian is providing housing for 4-5 volunteers 

of Habitat for Humanity for the month of March.  They 

arrived on February 24th and will be here until March 

30th. We welcome the Habitat group! 



 COMMUNION WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday, March  6th 11:00 A.M. in  

Fellowship Hall. 
Sunday School is at 10:00 AM 

SUNDAY CIRCLE will be meeting on the  

following dates to continue their Bible study of 

ñJourneys Through Revelation Apocalyptic 

Hope for Today.ò   

Friendship room at 4:30 PM 

March 27ðLesson 8 

April 10ðLesson 9 

Circle 3 Meetings  
(3rd Thursday at 6 PM of each month) 

March 17 ñhome of Caroline Garrett  
April 21 ñhome of Fran Plauche  

May 19 ñhome of JoAnn Fish  
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The Church office will be closed on  

Tuesday, March 8, 2011 for Mardi Gras! 

Come to the Fair! 
 

First Presbyterian is hosting the annual 
Western Cluster Mission Fair on Sunday, 
March 20th from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  
Presbyterian churches from western  
Louisiana will be in our church sharing 
the types of mission they are doing.   
Displays will explain how these missions 
are spreading hope and the Word of God, 
as well as providing us all with ideas of 
what we can do to make our community 
and our world a better place. 
 
HELP!  Yes, we could use a bit of help.  
We need greeters and people to help at 
the registration table.  We also need you 
to come visit the displays and get excited 
about some of the ideas we can óborrow.ô 
 
If you are able to help please call Ruth 
Singletary at 436-3587 or email  
memphis846@live.com. 
 

Youth Unity Conference, March 19th 

at The Bridge from 10:00 AM—3:00 PM 

 

All youth from 12 through 18 are encouraged to attend 

this multi-cultural conference.  We encourage the 

youth to invite and include their friends.  We also ask 

for adult volunteers to assist in making this day a  

success for the youth.  The theme this year is ñAm I 

my brotherôs keeper?ò  It will be a devotional based 

study which should be rewarding as well as fun.  

There is no charge.  Lunch and snacks are provided. 

PW PLEDGES ARE TO BE MADE PAYABLE 

TO PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN INSTEAD OF 

THE CHURCH.  THANK YOU!  

       A HYMN FOR LENT. . . 
      For me, dear Jesus, 

        was Your incarnation. 

Your mortal sorrow,  

and Your life’s oblation. 

Your death of anguish 

and Your bitter passion, 

for my salvation. 

      (Music:  Johann Cruger, 1640 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 

FRIDAY, MARCH 11TH 

11:30 AM 

Friendship Room 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things your VISION TEAM  would 
love to know about you! 

 
What are you passionate about in your Christian walk? 

 
Weôve been asking in personal prayer ñLord, what are you 
calling us to do?ò so what are you sensing that He is saying? 

 
What is God calling you to do? 

 
These are wonderful questions to ponder .  Youôre invited to 
share your ideas, thoughts and prayers with us. 
 

Your VISION TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your VISION TEAM 
At your service! 

 
Leahanne Abernathy 

Dorothy Strait 

Angie Dilmore 

Ruth Singletary 

Joe Duffel 

Carolyn Sharp 

Christi Emanuel 

Barbara White 

Sara Judson 

Johnnie LaCombe 

Betty McGehee 

Chester Miller 
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TOM BANDY AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 
 

Tom Bandy, who heads the Visioning efforts for our church 
and many others in our Presbytery, is  

preaching at both services March 13th.  He will also  
be meeting with the Visioning Committee that afternoon.   

 
All are invited to attend this meeting to  

understand how the visioning process works.  His  
approach is different from previous efforts we have had  

in the church.  The Visioning Committee is  
energized and excited about his methods.  

 
The meeting will be from Noon until 3:00 PM and  
the committee would love to see church members  

attend to gain further understanding. 



 

 

Elementary Sunday school is located in the Elementary 
classroom.  The study uses hands-on Bible.  It is very ex-
citing, please join us. 
 
Junior/senior high class continue to meet in the Youth suite 
on the second floor. 
 
The study group in the library led by Tom Cole will continue 
to study Part II in the book of ñJohn for Everyone.ò 
 
Les Amieôs is studying the New Testament readings to 
answer the question:  ñLord, what do You want Your church 
to be?ò  We have studied portions of the Gospels and now 
are reading the letters in the New Testament as they apply 
to instructions to the churches. 
 
The CLC/Friendship class continue to study the revised 
edition of ñMighty Acts of God,ò by Arnold B. Rhodes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Study begins March 13th in Fellowship Hall 
   

This year we will offer a Lenten study for youth & 
adults.  The study is entitled, ñHard to Dance with the 
Devil on Your Back.ò  It will take us on a 7 week  
journey to look at the struggles of believers throughout 
cultures and throughout time who have found the  
endurance and strength to ñdance.ò  Lent is a time to 
wear the ashes and to know the Resurrection.  It is a 
time to hope and believe. It is a time to say with  
Jesus, ñNeverthelesséò and know that no stone is too 
big to be moved.  Even if you have never attended a 
Lenten study before, we encourage all to attend  
during this time of struggle in the life of the church. 

WEEK DAY BIBLE STUDIES 
Bible Study with T. L. Lewis every Tuesday 
at Noon in the Friendship Room.  Dr. Lewis 
leads a class in the Gospel of Mark. Bring 
your own Bible and a brown bag lunch!  

 

This month Iõm adding two books written and  

recommended by our church consultant Tom 

Bandy.  Mr. Bandy is currently helping us find our 

direction, move forward, and grow as a church.  

His books are insightful resources to aid us in 

this process. 

 

KICKING HABITS - Welcome Relief for Addicted 

Churches is a guide for the transformation of  

Declining churches into thriving churches.  This 

book helps churches discern and break the self-

destructive habits that declining churches  

repeatedly perform. 

 

MOVING OFF THE MAPñA Field Guide to  

Changing the Congregation answers the  

questions, Where do we begin?  Exactly how do we 

go about change? The book provides powerful 

processes and tools to help congregations identify 

their strengths and weaknesses, which hopefully 

leads to shifting attitudes, deepening spiritual 

awareness, biblical visions, and positive ministry 

for the future. 

 

On a different note, George Swift has donated two 

copies  of Presbytery of South Louisianaõs òStorms 

of 2005 Stories,ó a journal chronicling the events 

of post-Katrina and Rita through email  

Correspondence, reports written from various 

churches, including a report by Pastor Fred Seay, 

and photographs.  This book is a wonderful tribute 

to the ways churches reached out to those in need 

and dealt with and overcame adversity in the years 

immediately following the hurricanes. 
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Thursday, March 17th! 

by Angie Dilmore 
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OAK PARK FOOD 

PANTRY 

Meal-A-Month 

Program 
 

SUGGESTED ITEMS: 

MONTH OF MARCH 
Peanut Butter 

Jelly/Jam/Syrup 

Crackers 

Canned fruit 

Instant Coffee/Tea 

 

Please use this list as a  

guideline, but know that all 

food items are accepted 

and  

appreciated.  

 

 

What’s Happening in the Community? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 25 and 26 

Book Fair 2011 

Sponsored by 

Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 

715 Kirkman Street 

Lake Charles, LA 

 

100% of proceeds go to local charities. 

 

(2010 proceeds of $10,000.  Donations made to 

Big Brothers, Big Sisters; Boy Scouts of  

American; CARC; and Samaritan  

Counseling.) 

 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF SOUTH  

LOUISIANA SPRING GATHERING 
MARCH 26, 2011 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHñ
FELLOWSHIP HALL 

4201 Transcontinental Drive 
Metairie, LA  (504) 888-1375 

 
Registration:  8:30ñ9:00 
Cost:  $12 (includes lunch) 

Make check payable to: Presbyterian Women 
 

Morning Sessions:  9 ð10, 10:30ñ11:30 
Lunch : 12ñ1 

Concluding Session: 1-2  - Communion, 
Rev. Harry Brown 

 
Guest Speaker:  Brenda Phillips, Ph.D. 

Solar Under the Sun 
Professor at OCU, Stillwater, Oklahoma 

 
Pre-registration: Please mail pre -registration 

form and $12.00 fee by March 21, 2011 to  
Dianne Boan, 4201 Transcontinental Drive, 

Metairie, LA   70006  
 

Offering:  Solar Under the Sun 
 

Please find pre-registration forms in the  
Copeland Room. 



WHY??? 
 

WHY DO WE HAVE A UNIFIED BUDGET?  
 

Our two and nine months year old granddaughter, Meredith, continuously asks this question ï WHY?  ñWhere 

is Grand Pere?,ò asks Meredith on the phone with me.  ñHe is at work,ò I reply.  ñWHY?,ò  she asks.  ñBecause 

that is his job,ò I say, attempting an answer.  ñWHY?ò she responds.  This can go on as long as I am willing to 

attempt an answer to satisfy her and she is willing to ask, ñWHY?ò 

 

Why do we adhere to the concept of a Unified Budget in our church?  What does a Unified Budget mean?   I 

was raised Episcopalian and joined First Presbyterian as it was Lennôs home church growing up.  I had a lot of 

learning to do about Reformed theology and the Book of Order as I began my service as an Elder in the ó80ôs.  

(Yikes ï that is a long time ago!)   I clearly remember a Session meeting where Joe Perry and Bill McLeod  

expounded on what it meant for Presbyterian churches to have a Unified Budget.   So here goes my interpreta-

tion of the Unified Budget. 

 

We are all called to worship God with our hearts, minds and bodies and to return to Godôs work a portion of the 

gifts which God has given to us.  The Session is entrusted with the task of developing a budget ï a Unified 

Budget -- annually to provide for the work and the benevolences of the church.    Remembering that the Session 

is a body accountable to God for its decisions, the Session is to look out for all the needs of the church and  

deploy the resources to the highest and best uses to carry out Godôs will as the Session discerns. 

 

What does that mean in plain English?  Every pledge and offering supports the entire work of the Church as 

outlined in the Unified church budget.   Back to my Session meeting in the ó80ôs with Joe and Bill, as the then 

Christian Education Moderator, I proposed doing a spaghetti dinner for the youth groupôs expenses catered by 

the youth group.  (We did that in the Episcopal Church.)   I was soundly taught, as only Joe and Bill could do, 

that we have a Unified Budget and whatever the youth groupôs needs were at the time would be met by the  

Unified Budget with the Sessionôs approval. 

 

After I got over the sting of the reproach from two of my heroes of the faith, I have come to understand the  

profound wisdom of the concept of the Unified Budget.   As a congregation, we all support all of the work of 

the Church.      Under the Unified Budget concept, whether Lenn and I attend the Gathering or the Traditional 

service, our familyôs pledge supports both.  Whether Lenn and I have youth in youth group or attend Sunday 

School, our familyôs pledge supports those programs of the church. 

 

As we, together, make this journey to the future of First Presbyterian Church, the concept of the Unified budget 

is in keeping with our goal of unity of purpose as a congregation. 

 

As Jim Serra says at the end of his Hot Button editorials, I welcome any comments.  I am easy to find. 

 

In Christ, 

Ann Knapp, Moderator, Stewardship Committee 
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YOUR SESSION AT WORK  
 

 The Session adopted and took action on the following items on February 15, 2010: 

 

 1. Approved Bob Emanuelôs attendance to Commissioned Lay Pastorôs School. 

 2. Approved $1,000 for use by group from Ann Arbor, MI Congregational Church to use in making 

 local repairs to area homes while donating their labor from Presbyterian Disaster Relief Funds  

  available to the church. 

 3. Appointed Charlene Aguillard and David Washburn to Audit Committee to conduct Annual Audit  

  for church. 

 4. Approved moving $1,000 from Special Gift fund to budget of Andrew Committee to ñSpread the  

  Word of Godò as set forth in the special gift made for that purpose. 

 5. Set Goal to improve average attendance at worship from 112 (average for 2010) to 134;  and to  

  improve attendance at church school from 53 to 63 in 2011. 

 6. Approved David LeBlanc to serve as Mission Committee moderator. 

7. Authorized Betty McGehee, Lenn Knapp and George Swift to list their numbers and receive  

 emergency calls on behalf of church, and to expend funds as needed from Pastorôs Discretionary  

 Fund. 

 8. Approved use of facilities for housing by 4 to 5 volunteers from Habitat for Humanity for just over  

  a month in Feb ï March. 

 9. Approved curriculum for Junior/Senior High Students and Lenten Study. 

 10. Approved persons to give home bound communion. 
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Excerpts from a Letter to the Church 

 
Dear Church,  First off, I want to share why I am writing this letter.  As you know, our church has 

been having money problems and last week at church (January 23, 2011), Mrs. White asked us all to 

pray for God to give the church direction.  As soon as she said this, I thought to myself, ñWhy donôt 

we just do what the Bible tells us to do?ò  Well, after I thought this, another thought (this one was 

very quiet) came to me, unbidden.  It said, ñWhy donôt you tell them?ò  I immediately felt very 

overwhelmed and very weak-kneed.  I felt afraid, and I didnôt know why.  I thought and prayed 

about it afterward and I believe that Quiet Voice was God.  I felt like He was telling me, ñTheyôre 

looking for direction.  Theyôre looking for an answer to their prayer.  Go.  Be that answer.òé (ñHe 
answered their prayers, because they trusted in him.ò - 1 Chronicles 5:20)  So the bottom line is this.  

We are a failing church.  We need direction, we need to be servants, we need to give, we need re-

vival, we need Jesus.   We need to put our trust in God and give till it hurts.  We need to show Him 

that we mean business.  We need to show Him that this is a church that seeks Him, that wants to 

serve Him, that is ready to drop everything if He wants us to.  We need to show Him that this is a 

church worth going to, one that is not about being ñniceò and ñcomfortableò but one that is about 

Jesus Christ.  One that He can trust enough to send people to and one that He will be able to use to 

save those people, one that will do His work, one that He can send out to spread the Good News 

that His Son is Lord and Savior of the world.  I write these things not for myself, but for the Glory of 

God and I pray that God uses this letter in whatever way He sees fit.  Your servant,  Dylan LeBlanc 

 

The full letter is available in the church office and has been distributed to all of the Session  
members. 
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 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
            

Office:  337-433-4667                                                                                                   Fax:  337-433-4601 

Office Hours:  8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Monday  - Friday 

E-mail: Office: secretary@1stpreslc.com 

SESSION 

Rev. Betty McGehee, Interim Moderator* 

Emergency Contact No. 337-263-0138 

Lenn Knapp, Clerk of Session 
   

  Class of 2011   Charlene Aguillard, Christian Education* 

   Carolyn Sharp, Mission 

   Lenn Knapp, Administration**  

   Billie Morris, Worship*  

   Debbie Serra, Andrew* 

 
  Class of 2012  Mary Ann Booth, Stewardship** 
   Joyce Carr, Worship** 
   Vic Picheloup, Stewardship** 
   Ruth Singletary, Fellowship* 
   Dorothy Strait, Andrew** 
 
  Class of 2013  Christi Emanuel, Fellowship** 
   Penny Hopes, Fellowship 
   George Swift, Administration* 
   Chris Tyler, Building and Grounds** 
   Barbara White, Christian Education** 

 

   *Moderator; ** Vice-moderator 
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