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Can I get a WITNESS?

Are we asking too much of ourselves to publicly witness to the powerful redemptive nature of
Christianity and the Christ that is the center of it all? There is nothing that I know of that creates more
anxiety in people than to ask them to do something outside of their comfort zone while at the same
time convincing them that they should. It’s a set up for guilt, failure, condemnation, and tremendous
anxiety and worry. Where do we start?

Here are some tips that have helped me to be a little bit more transparent about my love for Jesus and
His Church:

1. Understand what we are being asked to do and that it is God that is doing the asking.

Mathew 28:19 “Go and make disciples . . .” gives us a much clearer picture than to be told to
“witness”. Mentoring is at the heart of making disciples. Relationship is key.

2. Accept that God will work through who we are, not who we are not. He does not ask us to be like
other people. He made us to be us. Unfortunately, our best selves are often hidden under experiences
of pain that we’ve had along life’s road. Being willing to bring life’s hurts to God for His Healing
Touch will fill us with Good News that will overflow to others.

3. Recognize the many blessings that God has poured into our lives and cultivate gratefulness. The
sheer joy of it will show in our faces, our actions, and our words. This simple discipline IS witnessing
to the powerful redemptive nature of Jesus.

4. Give! Do we possess a particular skill, hobby, or talent that we love to share? Sharing brings
opportunity to build relationship.

5. Be willing to ask leading, nonintrusive questions; then listen for the answer. Simple questions like,
“Did you learn anything interesting when you read your Bible this week?” will open doors to lively
discussion. Listening is vital. Having answers to questions is not. Searching for answers together will
produce spiritual growth on all sides. It’s a win win!

6. Quietly and generously pray for others. Prayer does not have to be out loud. Asking someone if we
can pray with them or for them can be a simple expression of silence in their presence and on their
behalf. Carrying a tiny journal is one way to do this. Write their name and concern in the journal.
Then hold them before God while frequently reading through its pages.

Now, simply find someone who is hurting, despairing, grieving, or without hope and share a little of
who you are because of Christ in you. And, may I add that, while you may be very surprised to find
that you are already a strong and effective witness for Christ, I am not surprised at all! I know [ am
surrounded by a ‘great cloud of witnesses’, many of whom I rub elbows with every Sunday.

Christi Emanuel
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The Building & Grounds Committee would like to
thank all who came out to work on the March 26"
workday. You all left the flower beds, the courtyard, and
the kitchen in beautiful condition. We had a good day and
great fellowship while cleaning our church.

Thank you all very much!! B & G

A great big THANK YOU! to all of the volunteers and
church members that made our Neighborhood Easter Egg
Hunt a great success! We had a small crowd, but if we
reach out to just one person who needs us, we are a
success. To quote a child that was about 5 years old, "I
am so happy! Iam so happy!" (This was while they were
hunting for eggs!) There are so many opportunities for
mission, big and small, and doing something for our
neighborhood is so important! Thanks to all of you who
helped with donating Easter eggs, candy, funds, and your
time. You help to make this a success each year.

CE committee

Alex Taylor will graduate from

ULM Pharmacy School on May 21, 2011. cartridges a month.
She will receive a PharmD degree. Alex is the daughter of Bring your used
Ben and Sally Taylor and the granddaughter of Sydney Taylor. cartridges to the

Joseph Dees will graduate from There is a collection

Louisiana Tech on May 21, 2011.
He will receive a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering.
Joseph is the son of Bill and Wendy Dees. Thank youllll

Go green
& save $$9%

Recycle your ink
cartridges and save
the church money on
office supplies.
Office Depot will give
the church credit for
recycling up to 20 ink

church office.

box in the workroom.
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MISSION NEWS

Hello Church family,

I hope that all of you are doing well. I have been doing some very exciting things
here in Miami. During the spring break here I was able to participate in a Christian
camp. It took place at Warren Willice camp about 5 hours north of Miami. It was a
very powerful experience for me and for a lot of the campers. They had many
campers accept Jesus for the first time and that was really exciting. I was also able to
participate in the beginning of a huge mural that is taking place in Little Haiti. A
Non-Profit origination called MLK Murals is painting 5 murals in a new public park that
the city of Miami is building. The place where they are building the park used to be a
trailer park that was a haven for drugs and violence. They are turning it into a park
that will have basketball courts, a football field, and lots of other fun things. Along
with these special projects I have been working at an afterschool program called
Branches. We do tutoring every day to help them with their homework. On Fridays
the children get to choose from three different skills classes that they want to take.
They can choose basketball, cooking, or drama. Here they learn the basics of each
activity. I have also been doing FCA at Coral Gables High school. Right now we are
working with the baseball team. We are going through the story of Joseph. We meet
with the team once a week after practice and have Bible study with them. It is great
to see some of the kids come out of their shell after we have been there for a while.

I also attend their baseball games. The team is doing really well and last week they
won their district. Starting next Tuesday they will start the playoffs. It is single
elimination so it is a very exciting time.

I just want to thank you all again for your support and prayers for me through
this year. I am still short my 6,000 dollar goal. If you can help me that would be
great. Please send checks to Presbyterian Church USA, Individual Remittance
Processing, P.O. Box 643700 Pittsburg, PA 15264-3700. Please write my name on
the check.

Thank you again and have a great day.
Andre LeBlanc

Grocery Bags Needed for Mission Project

Mission and Recycling rolled into one!!

You know those plastic grocery bags you've stuffed in drawers, in the closet and anywhere there's an empty
space? David LeBlanc, our Mission moderator, has a solution to your plastic bag problem. Bring them
all...every one of them...to the Copeland room at church and look for the big tub that we hope will be overflowing
with all of those bags from Kroger, Albertsons, Market Basket and more. David has found an exceptional
Mission opportunity that uses these plastic bags to make sleeping mats for various groups that need a barrier
between the ground and their bedding. What a higher calling for these bags that generally end up stuffed in
drawers, used as trash can liners, bunched in packages to be mailed and worse...just ending up in the trash can as
trash.

If you have questions, please see David. Once we have enough bags collected to make some mats, they will be
on display so you can see what this project is all about.
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ANNIVERSARIES
5/2 Don & Jo Ann Fish ( 1953)
5/2 George & Pat Swift (1969)
5/21 Mark & Stacey James
5/22 David & Marlene Mullenix (1993)
5/24 Bob & Christi Emanuel
5/1 Larry Sens 5/12  Joe Mize 5/28 Elton & Karen Williams (1993)
51 Molly Parker 5/20 Charlotte White 5/31 Chester & Sybil Miller (1963)
5/2 HOHy Hinton Buteau 5/22  Dorothea Harmon
5/3 Kory LeBleu 5/24  Edith Ausmus
5/3  Alec Landrneau 5/24  Jennifer Bono [
5/3 Donovan O’Dell 5/26 Missy Stoker CL
5/3 Carol DeRouen 5/29  Jack Knapp L/j- a7/ ¢ {\
5/5  Sarah Adams 5/30 Marion White MWMW%\ AN §‘
5/5  Fred Seay 5/30  Jill White %&l (’ —
5/7  Beau LeBlanc 5/31 Meghan Mize %d \/}«
5/7  June Wulff = K
5/9  Mary Wadsack \ /@ /
PRAYERS & CONCERNS:

MEMBERS: Dot and Doug Donaldson (temporarily in Bastidprgdatgt Fontenot

Lois Ferguson (recent illnes®an & Dorothea Harmon; Merle Killinger; Jack and Daphne Knapp;
Betty Lake; André LeBlanc (Mission Service in Miami, FL); Ann Garber McConville; Patti Orgeron;
Molly Parker; Carol Price; Gerald and Joyce Pullin; Bertha Shea; Sydney Taylor;

William and Mary Wadsack; Cub Wulff.

FRIENDS:Bi | |
Leahanne

and

Abernat hy
Mi ssvy

(cancer),
Stoker 6s

Homer Abernat hy¢
A Ma winldhaohSally andt . Co

David Rodgers; Susan Arirkuistina Barrett (bone cancer) 8 year old cousin of Tommy Steen,
daughter of Chad & Melissa Barrett; Katie Belt (breast cancer), friend of Joyce and Harold Catrr;

Trudy
Lonni e

Margaret Fontenot; Sandra Lode (very rare form of cancer), friend of Cleary Hinton;
(chemot herapy),

Bertrand
Daggett

( st a g eHarlkey Cadayn(bzother §f PhilligiGadeiyg, r d

Bear d

(treat ment -irflaov;Bob ®annDia@e QreenleBar b ar
(breast cancer), friend of Sally Rodgers; Duke Hernandez (leg amputation and diabetes), friend of

Courtney

Brent McGil

Fenet s sister:; Edna

Joseph Nealis (possible cancer), brother of Margaret Fontenot; Lorraine Nealisn{stnoké), sister
Margaret Fontenot; Judy Pichon (malignant skin cancer), friend of Lenn and Ann Knapp; Mike Rast
Di s e as eJimWythe {razenydnphoma), iriench af JumerHdpesA n n

(Parkinsonos

Please remember the family & friends of Bob Manning in your prayers.

Bob passed into the church triumphant on Friday April 8, 2011.
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Coming Soon -----

We have been hearing a lot about Tom Bandy, core
/ beliefs, core values, and vision. Want to know what it

is all about? We are organizing studies for Sunday

school time and during the week to study his book

i "Kicking Habits"  which explains this and more.
Look for the times coming soon

CHU CH I-IBRARY New JR./SR. HIGH Study

M} A new Junior/Senior High study entitled
"Paul for Everyone: Romans Part 1"
will begin soon.
Library Corner

By Angie Dilmore Tuesday Noon Bible Study
Bring a brown bag lunch and join
In honor of Mothers Day, this month’s Rev. T.L. Lewis for an in depth study
Library Corner features some books by, of the Gospel according to Mark.

for, and about women and mothers.
While recently perusing our library
shelves, I discovered a grouping of
books that had heretofore managed to
escape my attention. Two shelves below
the shelf labeled ‘Presbyterian
Women’ (far left corner) I found some
delightful books. There are a dozen with I;r.lmtalc)ulage Soflce%t}ilon iagedral,
o - irst Presbyterian Church,
lﬁll;tﬁ?:la ivtiintlg:ll, 20;.1) (I;Sié)r?afamous Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
“Sweetbriar” trilogy, two novels by The theme is Pandamania -
Effie LeLand Wilder entitled Out to Where GOD is WILD about YOU!

Pasture and OV‘er the Hill, and five *Deadline to register is: Friday, June 3rd*
books from the “Tales From Grace Space is limited this year so please register early!

Chapel’ series. All these books were MANDATORY TRAINING MEETING for
published by Guideposts. We also have
all VOLUNTEERS

a ‘woman behind the man’ look at Ruth Wednesdav. June 15%
Bell Graham’s life. Ms. Graham tells her 5:30 pm fz; adults &
story in It’s My Turn. And finally, 6:00 pm for youth volunteers
there’s an endearing tribute to Martha

Vacation Bible School
JUNE 20 - 24

9:00 a.m. 012 noon

At First United Methodist Church
@@Wg (corner of Broad St. and Kirkman St.)

Shedd. called Remember. I Love You: Please register online to volunteer or

2 9 9 - -

Martha’s Story, written after her death participate. Please send the link to your
i friends!

by her husband Charlie W. Shedd. https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbsezjesus2011 or

call First United Methodist Church office at 436-6656.
May is a good month to READ! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED !!!

Crew leader t-shirts will be provided for volunteers.



https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/jesus2011
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First Presbyterian News & Announcements

Come Celebrate bwul’w
Presbyterian ==
HERITAGE SUNDAY m
May 22, 2011, at 11:00 a.m.  **"

eRES,
e
Hoyn¥

Presbyterian Heritage Sunday has been set
aside by the General Assembly of the PC
(USA) as an annual day to celebrate, reflect
upon, and learn more about the long and rich
history of the Presbyterian movement

in America. It falls on the Sunday closest to
May 21, the date of the opening of the first
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America in
1789.

The congregation of First Presbyterian
Church will observe this anniversary on May
22nd at 11:00 a.m. by celebrating in costume
and music. Members and friends of the
congregation are encouraged to dress in
Tartan or plaid Kilts, skirts or ties. Thisis a
day to be Scottish, no matter what your
heritage.

Members, choirs and pastors of Welsh,

St. Andrew and Westminster Presbyterian
Churches have been invited. They have joy-
fully agreed to participate.

The Rev. Betty McGehee will fill the pulpit.

At the close of worship, all are invited to
lunch in Fellowship Hall. Come and help us
celebrate!

Billie Morris, Moderator
Worship Committee

PW Circle Meetings in May

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
May 13i 11:30 a.m. at church

CIRCLE 3
May 197 6:00 p.m. home of Jo Ann Fish

Communion Sunday
May 1, 2011
11:00 a.m.
Reverend Nancy Hendrix
Special Offering for VBS

FAMILY NIGHT SUPPER
Wednesday, May 11th
6:30 p.m.
Bring Mom’s favorite dish and come
celebrate Mother’s Day!

Prime Timers Luncheon
Wednesday, May 18th
11:30 a.m.

Prime Timers

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, May 21st
8:00 a.m.
Come for the best breakfast in town!

GAME NIGHT
Saturday, May 21st
6:30 p.m.
Bring a favorite snack to share.
Bring games & friends.
Join in the fellowship.
Questions? Call Laura
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 [ 7
Pulpit Supply Rev. Nancy 1200PM Noon  530PM Worship 9:00 AM
Hendrix Bible Study w/ T. L. Commiitee Meeting National Day of Vision/Session/Mod
Special Offering for VBS Lewis Prayer
10:00 AM Sunday School 5:30 PM Vision 7:00 PM Choir
11:00 AM Communion Committee SKYPE Rehearsal
Worship Service 6:30 PM The
12:00 PM Lunch Bunch Gathering
Logan's Roadhouse Rehearsal
8 9 10 11 13 14
6:00 PM SessionMeeting 12:00PM Noon  6:00PM 11:30 AM Circle of
Bible Study w/ T. L. Stewardship Friends -
Lewis SKYPE with Tom for The Friendship Room
6:30 PM The Bandy c
Gathering 630PM Family  7:00 PM Choir
Rehearsal Night Rehearsal
Supper/Mother's
“ Day Celebration
Mother's Day
Pulpit Supply Rev. T.L. Lewis
9:00 AM The Gathering
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
Service
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
900 AM The Gathering 1200 PM Noon  11:30 AM 6:00 PM Circle 3 8:00 AM Men's
10:00 AM Sunday School Bible Study w/ T. L. Primetimers at JoAnn Fish's Breakfast Group
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Lewis Luncheon home 6:30 PM Game
Service 6:30 PM The 7:00 PM Choir Night/Misssion
Gathering Rehearsal Project
Rehearsal
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:00 AM The Gathering 12:00 PM Noon 7:00 PM Choir
10:00 AM Sunday School Bible Study w/ T. L. Rehearsal
11:00 AM HERITAGE SUNDAY Lewis
Worship Sevice 6:30 PM The
Gathering
Rehearsal
28 30 31 2 3 4
9:00 AM The Gathering 12:00 PM Noon 7:00 PM Choir VBS Registration

10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
Service

Bible Studyw/T. L. ¢
Lewis

630 PM The
Gathering
Rehearsal

Rehearsal

Deadline

- < >

LUNNCH
Sunday Lunch Bunch is Back! puncn
Sunday, May 1st, Sunday Lunch Bunch returns to our most well attended location, Logan's
Roadhouse. Since it is our combined Communion service, no one will have to go home and
make the extra trip back. The manager did explain that even though we've
reserved the side room there could still be a bit of a wait because 'Sunday's are just
wild!" So...once church is over, please grab friends and family and move smartly to
Highway 14 and Logan's. They do want a good number of us there before they seat us. Logan's
also allows separate checks which is most understanding. This is a great
opportunity to invite friends to church and then have Sunday dinner. Please let Debbie Serra or
Dorothy Strait know if you think you may be attending. We don't need definite numbers, but
we want to make sure everyone has a seat in the same room! If it's a last minute decision to
attend, c'mon! The more the merrier.



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Office: 337-433-4667 Fax
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SESSION
Rev. Betty McGehee, Interim Moderator
Emergency Contact No. 337-526-4045
Lenn Knapp, Clerk of Session

Class of 2011 Charlene Aguillard, Christian Education*
Carolyn Sharp, Mission
Lenn Knapp, Administration**
Billie Morris, Worship*
Debbie Serra, Andrew*

Class of 2012 Mary Ann Booth, Mission**
Joyce Carr, Worship**
Vic Picheloup, Stewardship**
Ruth Singletary, Fellowship*
Dorothy Strait, Andrew**

Class of 2013 Christi Emanuel, Fellowship**
Penny Hopes, Building and Grounds
George Swift, Administration*
Chris Tyler, Building and Grounds**
Barbara White, Christian Education**

*Moderator; ** Vice moderator
Moderators leading Committees not on Session:

Ann Knapp, Stewardship*, David Leblanc, Mission*,
Chester Miller, Building and Grounds*
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