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Advent 2020: Preparation Amid the Devastation

Friends in Christ,

None of you need to be reminded that 2020 has been a most unusual year.

Il n our Aneck of the woodso wedve deal't
direct hits by two major hurricanes, an
life has thrown ourway. Andnow, suddenly, itbds Advent

Each year we observe the season of Advent as an opportunity to prepare for

the coming of our Lord in a fresh and meaningful way. It seems that, while
webve been mired in the realitiegsonof th
here iIn Southwest Loui si ana, the vyear
standing at the door of Advent. More than ever, we need to be very
intentional in our preparations. There are so many things that distract us. It

IS my prayer that these Advent devotions may be one part of your personal
preparation for the coming of the baby Jesus into the world and the coming

of our Lord Jesus into our lives anew this year.

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Bobbie Yellott, Pastor

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1401 Argin Street

Sulphur, LA 70663

337-527-8439
firstchristiansulphur@yahoo.com

November 29, 2020

If you would like a digital copy of this devotional book (with color pictures),
please email me at turtle_lady 8@yahoo.comand | 61 | gl adly se
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Sunday, November 29, 2020

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God. (Isaiah 40:1)

In the days immediately following the
cataclysmic landfall of Hurricane Laura in | §
Southwest Louisiana on August 27, 2020,
personal comfort was in short supply. /
No power meant no air conditioning, no
hot water, no hot meals, no inside lights,
nolnternet ( maybe thato
i ssuel) We coul dna
quick run to the grocery store.

The arrival of volunteer groups from

around the country brought comfort and
hope to the residents who were still in shock from the massive destruction.
Within two days of the storm workers arrived to clear debris from yards,
provide essential supplies for cleaning and everyday needs, and set up to
provide massive numbers of hot meals. After days of cold sandwiches, a
bowl of jambalaya is a real comfort food.

When the prophet Isaiah penned the words of the scripture above, the nation
of Israel was in need of comforting words and deeds. They were sitill
suffering in captivity in Babyl on.
Israel is "Encourage my people. In the middle of their discouragement, give
them courage. Speak tenderly to them. Speak to their hearts. | want to deliver

ma k e

you." And Godos message t 6Comfost my geople.he s a

Strengthen my people. Encourage them. I'm for them, and | am coming to
strengthen, to deliver, to enable you, for whatever it is you're facing.”



Monday, November 30, 2020

A voice cries out:

~

Aln the wilderness LprRp,epare the way of t
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. (Isaiah 40:3)

Returning to our home on the afternoon that Hurricane Laura hit, we found it

very difficult to navigate the roads between the city to which we had
evacuated and the town in which we live. Trees, power poles and lines, and

all sorts of other debris littered the highways. Several times we had to
backtrack and seek another route because a road was completely blocked.

When we finally reached Westlake, where we live, we were almost stymied.

There is only one street into the neighborhood where we live, and it was

totally impassable. Three or four huge trees lay across the street. We finally

were able to circumvent the roadbl ock
circular driveway and then across their yard.

Within a few days a couple residents took chain saws to the obstruction.
Others joined in the effort, and eventually the street was cleared.

Isaiah foretold that the coming of the Son of God would be preceded by one

who would prepare t make swagpt,in thehdesertwao u | d
highway for our God.o This Advent, | et us al so
coming of the Lord.



Tuesday, December 1, 2020

Every valley shall be exalted

And every mountain and hill brought low;
The crooked places shall be made straight
And the rough places smooth. (Isaiah 40:4)

|l &m sure you recognize the object
Louisiana are testaments to the 150+ miles per hour winds of Hurricane
Laura. These iconic Golden Arches were bent into a crooked distortion of
the original symbol. | imagine that at some point the sign will be repaired (or
more likely replaced.) But for now they stand as a reminder of the power of
the storm and of the power of the one whose coming we anticipate during
Advent.

In ancient times there were, of course, no Interstate highways, no paved
roads. When a ruler wanted to visit a distant part of his realm or move armies
for military action, the route had to be prepared. There were often deep
valleys and morasses, which had to be filled up; hills and mountains to be
laid low; crooked paths and intricate roads amid woods and forests, to be
straightened; and rough places, overgrown with thorns, thickets, and briars,
and overspread with loose rocks and stumbling stones, which had to be
smoothed and taken away.

What preparations are you making so that the pathway to your heart will be
accessible to the coming Prince of Peace?

n



Wednesday, December 2, 2020

The glory of the LorD shall be revealed,
And all flesh shall see it together;
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. (Isaiah 40:5)

One of the most remarkable features of the yard of our church is the
magnificent old oak trees that flank our prayer garden. In the days
immediately following Hurricane Laura, church members wanted to know
about the church building. Was it damaged? Did the roof hold? Was there
water inside? But you could hear a collective sigh of relief when the word
went out T the oaks are still standing. Those strong, glorious trees survived
the storm that brought down so many thousands of trees in the region.

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. We saw the glory of the Lord in the
preservation of those revered trees. How much more shall we see the glory
of the Lord when we prepare to welcome the Lord into our homes and hearts
this Advent season.



Thursday, December 3, 2020

For thus says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, 1 will shake
the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and | will shake all
the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and | will fill this
house with splendor, says the LoRD of hosts. (Haggai 2:6-7)

The whole landscape in Southwest Louisiana was shaken by Hurricane
Laura. More than 750,000 acres of timber was destroyed, enough to build
28,000 houses. The loss to the timber industry is estimated at $1.1 billion.
The trees themselves appear to be weeping.

The Hebrew prophet Haggai wrote about B.C. 520 during the rebuilding of

the Temple in Jerusalem (B.C. 520-516) after the Babylonian Exile. His goal

was to encourage the builders by giving a word of hope. Perhaps the LORD

Is reminding the people of the time when He shook the world when He
descended upon Mt. Sinai and gave the covenant to the people of Israel.
Butthebiggest s hakeup foretold by the prophet
of all nations. O Are you excited about
and Savior of the world, whose coming we await during Advent?



